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Jury Members

Ali Ammar (Morocco), Editor-in-Chief, Le Desk

Antoine Haddad (Lebanon), Vice-President, Saint George University of Beirut —
Samir Kassir Foundation representative

Mina Al-Oraibi (Irag), Editor-in-Chief, The National
Jean-Pierre Perrin (France), Political writer

Paul Radu (Romania), Investigative journalist & Co-founder, Organized Crime and
Corruption Reporting Project

Natalia Sancha (Spain), Journalist, photographer, and communication specialist

Lina Sinjab (Syria), Middle East correspondent, BBC
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The finalists

OPINION PIECE CATEGORY

Rashad Abdul Qader (Syria — born in 1970)
Badar Salem (Palestine — born in 1980)
Yousr Al-Sharway (Egypt — born in 1994)
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https://youtu.be/hms0pK5JJKU?si=HMEkWct5lQpYAwIm&t=238
https://www.alhurra.com/turkey/2025/02/27/%D8%AD%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8-%D9%88%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%86%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.alhurra.com/turkey/2025/02/27/%D8%AD%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B2%D8%A8-%D9%88%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%A1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AD-%D9%86%D8%B5-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE%D9%8A-%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%AF%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%84%D9%87-%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%AC%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b77JVfMTkno
https://x.com/ragipsoylu/status/1896652261339852855
https://www.redalyc.org/journal/4762/476274912011/html/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurdistan_Workers%27_Party_insurgency
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2016/09/29/economic-cost-pkk-conflict-turkey/
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https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/1112559
https://demokratikmodernite.org/kurt-turk-iliskilerinde-merkezi-iktidar-istisnai-yerel-yonetimler-ise-kuraldir/
https://www.almuharir.net/%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%88%D8%AF_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%BA%D8%B1%D9%8A
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%84%D8%BA%D8%A7%D8%AA_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83
https://www.almuharir.net/%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%AE-%D9%83%D8%B1%D8%AF%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mec/2025/03/02/ocalan-calls-for-the-pkk-to-lay-down-arms-an-interview-with-david-mcdowall-on-the-kurdish-predicament/?fbclid=IwY2xjawIzrNJleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHSLPeBjC7W2E3NXM1HmAXIZr73Zc7XXZN-Uu6-Sn_LHD8dehNVE2Q8WwPw_aem_LzaH1pJ-45td7NmQKp0MRg&sfnsn=scwspwa
https://kulturkampftr.substack.com/p/the-pkk-lays-down-arms
https://www.turkeyanalyst.org/publications/turkey-analyst-articles/item/727-assad%E2%80%99s-fall-a-victory-for-turkey?.html
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https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/ilker-ayturk/yeni-cozum-sureci-uzerine-bazi-dusunceler,47917
https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/ilker-ayturk/yeni-cozum-sureci-uzerine-bazi-dusunceler,47917
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https://t24.com.tr/yazarlar/ilker-ayturk/yeni-cozum-sureci-uzerine-bazi-dusunceler,47917
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/turkeysource/the-impact-of-the-pkk-leaders-call-to-disarm-will-depend-on-how-regional-power-balances-unfold/
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Is a New Horizon Emerging for Kurds in Syria?
Rashad Abdul Qader - Syria
North Press
7 March 2025

That elderly Kurdish woman sitting in the second row didn’t seem to care about the
dozens of journalists gathered in the conference hall of a hotel near Taksim Square in
Istanbul. Nor did she pay much attention to the seven speakers seated on the stage,
or the hundreds of others crowded into the unusually warm Thursday atmosphere on
February 27, 2025. None of that mattered to her. She knew what she wanted. Her
eyes were fixed on the giant screen behind the long row of speakers from the Equality
and Democracy Party (DEM). She adjusted her posture, leaning left once, then right,
as if sitting on hot coals.

The woman appeared to be in her seventies, wearing a sleeveless white woolen jacket
and a white headscarf that covered her mouth. But when her enthusiasm overcame
her restraint, she pushed it aside and let out a zaghrouda—a trill—perhaps out of
season, maybe to celebrate the speaker who had just greeted the audience in
Kurdish. She clapped before anyone else and stopped after everyone else, urging
the speakers to press forward, to skip the interruptions and introductions, and reach
the climactic moment she awaited with barely contained impatience.

This conservative Kurdish woman, dressed in her rural attire, likely didn’t understand
politics. She probably didnt grasp concepts like “strategy,” ”
“capitalism,” “extreme nationalism,” “federalism,” “self-governance,” or the
“cultural solutions” that the leader Abdullah Ocalan spoke of in a letter read aloud in
Turkish and Kurdish. Yet, she stood up and trilled—louder this time—when Ocalan’s
image appeared on the giant screen.

realistic socialism,”

Deep down, her instinct told her these were mere concepts, minor details compared
to the reality of the leader who sat there in the center of the image, in flesh and blood,
carrying a message he had written by hand. He looked straight into the camera lens
without hesitation or ambiguity, after 26 years as a prisoner on the isolated Imrall
Island, preceded by 20 years as a refugee in Syria fleeing arrest, and before that, 10
years earlier, when the idea of “Kurdistan” first took shape in his mind in 1969. This
man had spent 56 of his 76 years chasing a dream he was now entirely
abandoning, without conditions.

She clapped for a long time, as did many others in the press conference hall. Some
were utterly stunned by the content of Ocalan’s letter, which they had just heard, but
the woman waited,, until the final moments of the conference to express her gratitude
to the DEM party representatives. She patted their shoulders, acknowledging their
management of this complex process, originally launched by Devlet Bahgeli, leader
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of the Nationalist Movement Party (MHP), last October. Bahgeli now lay in a hospital,
hovering between life and death.

For her, there was no distinction between “the cause” and “the leader”—they were
one and the same. But other supporters struggled to comprehend what had
happened: Had Ocalan truly abandoned “the Kurds and Kurdistan”? What had he
agreed to in this reconciliation process? Had everything been for naught? More than
50,000 dead, roughly $450 billion in expenses, and about 14% losses in Turkey's
GDP—some couldn’t reconcile the enormity of the losses with the ambiguity of the
gains. They turned to conspiracy theories: the leader's message was coded,
decipherable only by the elite decision-makers. Others argued he “meant the

opposite of what he said”—that “laying down arms” meant clinging to them, and
“stopping the fight” meant pressing forward.

But Ocalan’s message contained no codes and didn’t imply the opposite of what it
stated. It simply called for peace based on “Kurdish-Turkish brotherhood,” harking

back to when the Marwanid Kurds decisively fought alongside the Seljuk Turkish
commander Alp Arslan to defeat the Byzantines and open the gates of Anatolia at
the Battle of Manzikert in 1071. One outcome of that alliance was Ahmad Sanjar
(1086-1118), Alp Arslan’s grandson, declaring the establishment of a “Kurdistan”
province. Yet, in his letter, Ocalan rejected the idea of a Kurdish nation-state, a federal
Kurdistan region, self-governance, or “cultural solutions.” He argued that the world
had moved beyond such proposals and that the solution lay in building “democratic

societies,” with Kurds and Turks struggling together to achieve it. In this context, it's
worth noting the map by the Turkish scholar Mahmud al-Kashgari from 1072, which
marks “the land of the Kurds” in the same geographic location where Kurds live
today.

The woman likely didn’t care to understand what “democratic societies” meant. For
her, “Kurdistan” was as clear as the sun in the sky: present in her stance, her applause,
her attire, her trills, her fervor; present in her decision to endure the hardship of
attending a press conference; present in the coals she sat upon, in her wide smile as
she finally saw the leader on the screen after a long wait; present in her pats on the
shoulders—reassuring, affirming, certain that she was “Kurdish,” and that “Kurdistan”
lived in her heart before it was a entity with geographic borders.

But other Kurds wept that day. The event was too much for them to bear. The grand
idea of “Kurdistan” they thought they'd imbibed with their mothers’ milk seemed
farther from realization than ever—since the poet Ahmad Khani called for it in
his famous poem four centuries ago, and after over a hundred years of their identity
being erased, labeled “mountain Turks” under the Turkish nationalist narrative, or

“Bouyjiya” [offending phrase in the Syrian accent meaning “shoe polishers”] under
the Syrian Arab nationalist one. Both narratives failed, and the Kurds
endured, growing stronger through their civil political movement.
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The Kurds weren't the only ones who cried. Four months earlier, Turks had wept too,
when the hardline nationalist Devlet Bahgeli, in a_long speech from the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey on October 22, 2024, called on Abdullah Ocalan to
dissolve the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) and lay down arms in exchange for a
conditional pardon, advocating for a broad peace and reconciliation process in the

country. Nationalists wept then too, for his speech was historic, crossing red lines they
were accustomed to. It might bridge the divide between Turkish and Kurdish societies
and lead to a sweeping shift in Turkey’s electoral blocs.

But why had Bahgeli launched this initiative?

Months before Assad'’s fall, it was evident that President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and
his ally Bahceli were increasingly wary of the fallout from Israel’s wars in Gaza and
Lebanon, and the chaos they could unleash in the Middle East. This was especially
true as Kurds began preparing to capitalize on the vacuum left by Iran’s waning
influence in Syria and Hezbollah’s collapse under successive Israeli strikes. In his
parliamentary speech, Bahceli—for the first time—praised the diversity of the
Ottoman Empire, despite Turkish nationalists historically refusing to acknowledge it.
Among nationalists, it was whispered that Bahgeli took this step in response to
shifting power dynamics due to the Israeli war, to preempt any scenario where Turkey

might lose influence in Syria—or, in a worst-case scenario, lose Turkish territory.

But the matter seems more complex. When Bahgeli made his call in October, he
didn’t anticipate Assad’s fall at the precise moment it occurred. Yet, necessity drove
him to propose the peace process in Turkey to avert a potential “strategic disaster”
in Syria. Bahceli, and Erdogan behind him, saw that Turkey needed to convince the
increasingly bold Kurds—especially in Syria—that their best option was an alliance
with the Turks.

The Initiative Shrouded in Ambiguity

Since that day, we've continued to debate the implications of Bahgeli's speech and
track the subsequent steps, shrouded in much ambiguity due to the Turkish
authorities’ lack of transparency. Key questions persist even after Ocalan’s letter: Has
the peace process truly begun? Have the next steps been negotiated? What are those
steps? If the peace process has started, why does it seem like Bahgeli is its sole
architect and driver, despite being on his deathbed? Why does Erdogan, when
addressing the process, keep his remarks brief, using vague, neutral phrases? Why
doesn’t he show any public commitment to it? Why does Turkey speak of a
breakthrough with “the Kurds” while simultaneously pressuring them—isolating
Kurdish politicians from local administrations and militarily pressuring the Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF)? Most importantly: Is this truly the start of a historic
resolution?
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Thus, while analyses link the peace process to developments in Syria, the sequence
of steps initiating this opening doesn’t fully align with that narrative. Insisting on this
connection might obscure the more pragmatic and vital motives driving Erdogan.

Erdogan’s goals or expectations from this process can be summarized in three points:

First Goal: Erdogan needs a decision for early elections to enable him to run for
president again. Having been elected three times, he’s constitutionally barred from a
fourth term in 2028 unless through a constitutional amendment or early elections.
Early elections seem the easier first step, but the current parliamentary balance
doesn’t allow his Justice and Development Party (AKP) to pass such a decision. If DEM
party deputies cooperate, Erdogan’s dilemma could be resolved. This goal appears
agreed upon unless the peace process collapses.

Second Goal: Erdogan fears the Republican People’s Party (CHP) candidate who will
challenge him in the presidential race. Potential candidates include Ekrem imamoglu
(CHP), Istanbul's mayor; Mansur Yavas (CHP with nationalist leanings), Ankara’s
mayor; Ozgiir Ozel, CHP leader; and Umit Ozdag, leader of the far-right Victory Party,
recently arrested for inciting hatred. Erdogan seeks to fragment the opposition as
much as possible, pushing it into internal conflict. He hopes to imprison imamoglu,
paving the way for the remaining three to compete and split votes. If Bahceli dies,
Erdogan might convince Yavas to join the nationalists and lead the MHP. He'd also
push the DEM to field a strong Kurdish candidate, at least in the initial nomination
phase, to ethnically divide voter support. If he advances the peace process, many
Kurdish votes could ultimately go to him.

Third Goal: Erdogan aims to pressure the DEM to support a constitutional
amendment allowing a president to be elected indefinitely without the 50%
threshold. Though unlikely, if the DEM agrees, Turkey could resemble Russia’s
governance model, and the Kurds would bear that stigma for years.

If so, why does Erdogan seem hesitant about the process? It's clear he meticulously
planned this, drawing on lessons from the 2013-2015 peace process. The first lesson:
success with the Kurds is impossible if faced with cohesive Turkish nationalist
opposition. Though nationalist parties hold 20% of the vote, their rhetoric can
mobilize beyond their electoral weight. Erdogan learned he must dismantle the
nationalist front to succeed.

The second lesson: the government’s negotiation approach. From 2013-2015, he
realized overt government involvement backfires and risks failure. Notably, the MHP,
a key reason for the earlier process’s collapse, is now a major supporter of the new
one—though it's unclear how Erdogan convinced Bahceli to kick it off.

Erdogan takes extraordinary care to neither appear engaged in nor opposed to the
process. In this new peace effort, he employs a precise tactic: seeming unready for
reconciliation while continuing negotiations—using a “carrot-and-stick” approach
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with the DEM, giving him the upper hand. This will ultimately divide the Kurds: some
will accept talks, others reject them. This benefits Erdogan, allowing him to tell his

nationalist base: “Look at the Kurds refusing to negotiate.” His “tough softness”
strategy, alternating roles with Bahceli, confuses both opposition and supporters,
who grapple with the government’'s contradictory behavior—negotiating yet
repressing. This also disorients the CHP, unable to take a clear stance: supporting the
process risks accusations of collaborating with the PKK and dividing the state; caution
risks charges of obstructing peace. Backing it loses hardline nationalist and moderate
right-wing votes; opposing it loses some Kurdish votes. The more the CHP flounders,
the stronger the perception it's unfit to govern.

Erdogan wins either way. If the PKK disbands smoothly, he’ll claim credit for ending
a 40-year insurgency, facing a weakened opposition in the next election. If it falters,
he'll appear strong by cracking down on the opposition and targeting Kurdish forces
in Syria.

He's deliberately avoided a direct role, leaving the stage to Bahgeli, separating his
political future from the talks’ outcome. If this holds, the “Kurdish opening” isn't just
a political maneuver but a broader state-led initiative. AKP deputy chairman Efkan
Ala_indirectly hinted at this, saying, “The essence of [Ocalan’s] call is for the

organization to lay down arms and dissolve, but we're also looking at what comes
next.” It's not just about disarmament but whether it's achievable—a broader effort
is needed for success.

Why Would the PKK Lay Down Arms?

Founded in November 1978, the PKK began shifting operations outside Turkey in
early 1979, moving to Syria to exploit regional conditions, establishing a base beyond
Turkish pressure. Born in Turkey, it grew and matured in Syria. Erdogan and Bahceli
know this.

When the Assad regime withdrew from northeast Syria early in the civil war, locals of
various backgrounds, led by the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) and Syrian
Democratic Council (SDC), established a quasi-state with military, administrative, and
judicial structures. For the first time, the SDF and SDC governed autonomously,
consolidating control and legitimacy through self-administration institutions. Fighting
ISIS cemented their role as a major regional actor, securing international military—
and often political—support. The SDF quickly grasped the strategic advantages of
state-building, diplomacy, and alliances. After 30 years of armed struggle and
thousands of deaths, the PKK, a legitimate offspring of this region, sees northeast
Syria’s future as worth dissolving itself for, fully paving the way for the SDF as a Syrian-
oriented entity—a strategically sound move.

The Kurdish issue has always had a geopolitical dimension. The more states
controlling Kurdistan suppressed the Kurds, the more they adapted. Their national
cause evolved from political and cultural representation to regional security. No
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longer confined to identity and minority rights, it's now a regional matter shaping—
and shaped by—the Middle East's broader power dynamics.

Yet, northeast Syria’s future remains unclear. The SDF still faces daily attacks from the
Turkish-backed Syrian National Army. Ankara won't ease this pressure unless the
“peace process” with the PKK succeeds. Only then might Turkey soften its stance
toward the SDF, reassessing fears that Syrian Kurdish governance threatens its
national security. For Turkey to shift, the SDF and SDC must clearly separate from the
PKK, with the latter dissolving and offering guarantees that current borders won't
change. Including or excluding Kurds in Syria’s governance is pivotal to regional
power balances, especially affecting Turkey’s dynamics with the U.S., Israel, and Arab
states wary of Ankara’s expanding influence. Without Kurdish political integration,
Syria won't see long-term stability.

Erdogan knows the “Kurdish issue” in Turkey is no longer about cultural rights or
representation but strategic positioning and regional security. Turkish researcher Arzu
Yilmaz notes the current peace processisn’'t “a traditional initiative to address
historical grievances; it's about building alliances, where regional alignments and
power balances dictate engagement.”

In this context, Ocalan’s message makes sense. His vision seeks to lift the “Kurdish
issue” from its narrow national frame into one of building a “democratic society.” This
was clear in a letter, addressed by Selahattin Demirtas to Kurds and Turks alike:

Don't fear peace or reconciliation, my brother. Don’t fear Turks and Kurds uniting to
make Turkey stronger. Don’t fear supporting any step that brings peace to the region.
Don't fear, so we can silence the guns this time and let politics speak. Through
political struggle, let's overcome poverty, unemployment, hunger, injustice, and
inequality together. Let’s redirect the billions spent on war to the people directly. And
let’s not forget: peace also means bread, work, and livelihood.

Erdogan isn't a democrat unless it curbs his opponents, nor a nationalist unless it wins
votes. Islamists believe in neither democracy nor nationalism. Yet, if the PKK disarms,
he'd have to release thousands of Kurdish politicians from prison and allow their
political participation—provided it doesn’t aid his rivals or contradict his agenda.
Demirtas knows this, urging patience and persistence in his letter’s tone. Peace and
a democratic society don’t come all at once, and he recognizes the long, arduous
path to convincing Turks that Kurds are an asset, not a threat. He aims to shift the
peace process from violence-centric to politics- and law-centric.

Syrian Kurds will also face this grueling journey, persuading others they’re an asset,
not a threat—that a peaceful, prosperous region, state, or entity can be built, where
diverse identities enrich rather than impoverish. Whether Bahceli and Ocalan’s
“peace process” succeeds or fails, one thing is certain: the “Kurdish issue” is no
longer just national aspirations but a decisive factor in building a reconciled,
prosperous society.
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The rural Kurdish woman at the press conference knew instinctively—shaped by
centuries of struggle—that the message’s content wasn’t the point. The meaning lay
in the bigger, grander picture.
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On the Normalisation of Sumud in Gaza

Badar Salem - Palestine

Romman
19 July 2024

-Gaza's steadfastness changed the world.”
-What is happening in Gaza is an epic of steadfastness and heroism.

-The legend of the steadfastness of the people of Gaza...the miracle of the global
century.

These statements, widely echoed across various Arab news outlets, capture the
dominant narrative framing the war on Gaza. This perspective elevates the Gaza
Strip’s endurance amid lIsraeli violence -resulting in the deaths of over 43,000

Palestinians — to a legendary saga of unparalleled heroism.

As the war persists and the death toll rises, resilience is celebrated as a cornerstone
of resistance. At its core is the notion any display of vulnerability under such relentless
destruction could be misinterpreted as surrender. Yet, this perspective oversimplifies
the human experience, imposing an unjust emotional and psychological burden on
those already suffering immense hardship.

By romanticising resilience as heroism, this narrative risks erasing the humanity of
survivors. It sets unrealistic expectation for enduring the horrors of genocide,
reducing them to symbols of endurance while neglecting their urgent need for

empathy, care, and acknowledgment of their pain. This article critically explores the
idealisation of resilience in Gaza, examining both its perceived value and its profound
costs, and challenges the prevailing portrayal of the “resilient victim.”

Resilience: A Concept with Complex Roots

The term “resilience” entered the English language in the early 17th century, derived
from the Latin resilire, meaning “to bounce back.” Originally, it described the ability
of certain types of wood to absorb sudden and intense stress without breaking. Over
time, its meaning expanded, particularly in the fields of ecology and psychology. In
environmental studies, resilience refers to an ecosystem’s ability to withstand

disturbances without collapsing, while maintaining its core structure and functions. In
psychology, it describes an individual’s capability to recover from setbacks. Gradually,
the term has been applied more broadly by policymakers and academics to
characterise toughness and adaptability across various contexts — from personal
crises to coping with wars and natural disasters.
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Resilience holds undeniable appeal, symbolising the ability to endure adversity,
recover, and restore normalcy after encountering unexpected challenges or threats.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, calls to “remain resilient” became inescapable,
reflecting its widespread cultural resonance. Yet, critics caution against its overuse.
Overemphasising “resilience” can foster complacency, normalise hardship and

deflect attention from systemic issues that necessitate resilience in the first place.

Dr. Kathleen M. Pike, of Columbia University addresses this concern in her article,
“The Downside to Fostering Resilience. She warns that excessive focus on resilience
risks making individuals and communities unnecessarily tolerant to poor conditions.
She argues that resilience, while empowering, can sometimes serve as a tool to justify

the status quo —whether in the workplace or society at large —rather than serving as a
catalyst for meaningful change.

Resilience vs. Steadfastness: A Palestinian Perspective

In the Palestinian context, the term sumud (steadfastness) goes beyond the general
concept of resilience, often translated into Arabic as flexibility. While resilience
typically refers to adaptation and recovery, sumud embodies a deeper commitment
to resistance. It signifies not just survival, but active defiance against occupation and
the preservation of identity, culture, and the connection to the land.

Unlike resilience, which is often framed as an individual or systemic ability to adapt to
new circumstances, sumud in the Palestinian political and social narrative is inherently
oppositional. It is not simply about adapting to circumstances but about resisting
them. For Palestinians, sumud is more than just mere survival; it is a collective act of
resistance, a commitment to asserting one’s rights and dignity in defiance of ongoing
oppression. Caitlin Ryan 2015 study, Everyday Resilience as Resistance: Palestinian
Women Practising Sumud” (University of Limerick), describes sumud as a "living
despite uncertainty,” rather than merely enduring it.

However, when sumud becomes idealised as an obligation, it risks becoming a source
of oppression itself. The expectation that Palestinians must perpetually embody
steadfastness can strip individuals of their humanity, reducing them to symbols of
unyielding defiance while ignoring their pain and suffering. This narrative imposes an
unrealistic standard that disregards the profound psychological and emotional toll of
enduring constant violence. Furthermore, it shifts responsibility away from systems of
oppression, allowing the conditions of occupation and violence to persist unchecked.

Similar concerns have arisen in other contexts. After Hurricane Katrina, Tracy
Washington of the Louisiana Institute for Justice called for an end to labelling the
victims as resilient, arguing that it normalises the status quo. “I don’t want us to be
resilient,” she said. “I want to fix the things that created the need for resilience in the
first place.” In this context, resilience is often seen as a forced response to systemic
neglect, not a triumph of the human spirit.
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The Cost of Imposed Sumud

“I am not patient or steadfast, | am disgusted by the heat and the mosquitoes and
” “Gaza is not steadfast, Gaza is destroyed and forced to
steadfast, but the great fall is coming.” “I am not steadfast, | just love Gaza.”

we want this war to end.

These sentiments, voiced by Gaza residents on social media, challenge the imposed
narrative of sumud. For many, steadfastness is not a badge of honour but a heavy
burden. Rather than empowering, the glorification of sumud often masks the brutal
realities of life under occupation. By emphasising Palestinians’ “legendary” capacity
to endure hardship, this narrative drowns out the voices of those who resist having

their pain and loss recast as a heroic tale.

As scholar Lamia Moghnieh observes in her analysis of trauma, resilience and
psychological suffering, resilience can dehumanise Palestinians by framing them as

heroic figures whose suffering remains invisible. She critiques how political and media
narratives normalise sumud, turning it into a top-down concept imposed by those
removed from the realities of war. A striking example of this is the sexist remark by a
Lebanese editor claiming that Palestinian women could “repopulate_a dead
population within two months.” Such rhetoric reduces survival to mere biology,
erasing the profound suffering and loss endured by individuals.

In stark contrast to the glorification of sumud, those unable to embody it often face
dispossession and harsh moral judgments. Individuals deemed incapable of resilience
are labelled as “surrendered” or “insufficiently patriotic.” This narrative shifts
responsibility from political failures to individual shortcomings, suggesting that the
inability to demonstrate resilience is a personal flaw while ignoring the broader
context of war and oppression.

When sumud becomes a political and moral benchmark, it risks normalising the
“unequal distribution” of suffering. Marginalised groups, disproportionately affected
by dire conditions, are placed at a distinct disadvantage within this framework. Sumud
is not merely a matter of personal strength; it also hinges on access to the essential
resources and support systems — resources often out of reach for many. Overlooking
this inequality oversimplifies the concept, reducing those who struggle to be resilient
to a perceived lack of capacity rather than recognising them as victims of war, violence
and oppression.

By assuming an infinite capacity of resilience, the idea of sumud absolves systems of
power of accountability, and places it on individuals who are then celebrated as
“resilient,

"o

resourceful,” or “perpetual survivors.” This expectation forces people to
adapt to the precariousness of their environment rather than challenge the very
structures that sustain their suffering. As a result, the most disadvantaged are forced
into unsustainable forms of resilience, while structural inequality and dominant power
dynamics remain unchallenged.
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Malaka Shwaikh’s 2023 study, “Beyond Expectations of Resilience: Towards a
Language of Care” (University of St Andrews, UK), critiques this dynamic, stating, “A

‘resilient self’ in this definition is one that must constantly struggle to adapt to the
world, ‘'not one that can imagine changing the world, its structure, and the conditions
of its possibility.”

Beyond Sumud

Despite the value sumud offers in helping communities cope with adversity, there is
a growing need to go beyond it and encourage a more compassionate understanding
of suffering and survival. This is why Shwaikh warns against the fetishisation of
resilience, arguing that while it can be empowering, idealising it can strip people of
their right to express vulnerability — such as pain, fear, or exhaustion.

Shwaikh's research reveals that what many Palestinians truly desire is not merely to
endure, but to be “treated like human beings” free from stigma or prejudice. By
imposing resilience as an ideal, we risk depriving individuals of their right to choose
not to cope with their suffering, further entrenching the very conditions that
necessitate such resilience in the first place. As Shwaikh asserts, “Imposing resilience
as an ideal can deprive locals of their resilience, including their choice not to.”
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https://ma3azef.com/%d9%83%d9%81%d8%a7%d8%ad-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d9%8a%d8%b3/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYNoZ6ypeJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYNoZ6ypeJc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYNoZ6ypeJc
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Your Voices Never Fade

Yousr Al-Sharawy — Egypt
Ma3azef
8 June 2024

"Your hands are groves,
But | do not sing

Like all the nightingales.
For the chains

Teach me to fight—

To fight... to fight."

~ Mahmoud Darwish

| have often wondered - does the singing bird even know it is singing? If song and
music in human consciousness are expressions of the soul’s elevation, then birds were
born to sing for survival. For the bird, singing is a form of existential sanctuary - it is
not only a way to converse with the world, but a way of “being.” Birds sing for two
reasons: to court or to defend their nests. Thus, without any romantic projection, we
can say that birds sing for love and for home—both of which nurture freedom,
selfhood, and existence.

| am here to speak about those people who sing like birds for something beyond
mere melodic beauty—those who do not claim to be singers, yet croon about love or
defend their homeland because chanting was their means for enduring and existence.
It is no wonder, then, that the ecstasy we experience is shaped by their ontology of
song - meaning: the essence and meaning out of the very act of singing, beyond the
song itself, is our standard. These very standards make us find delight from raw hoarse
voice just as we would in the nightingale’s song, seeping into our perspective and
rendering that voice’s meanings far more intimate than the mass ecstasy of popular
tunes. We might call this state 'political ecstasy,' one fashioned by making the
collective public taste ring a personal bell.

In its infancy, music depended on the song—musical instruments were devoted to
enhancing the human voice’s rhythms and melodies until they eventually struck out
on their own. Richard Wagner regarded music as enigmatic and open to
interpretation, claiming it “lacks clear meanings,” which explains why our reception
of music varies so deeply between individuals and communities. This is why music has
long been intertwined with poetry, its aim became clear through accompanying
verses elucidating it.

As Fouad Zakaria reminds us, ecstasy is that stirring emotion within us, and as critic
Fadi Al-Abdallah observes, the reactions during moments of musical ecstasy are
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intensely personal, sometimes rippling instantly through our collective consciousness.
| find myself captivated by the hidden magic of these moments of ecstasy—rooted in
the very context that gave birth to the song—and | call it politicized Tarab (musical
ecstasy); an emotional upheaval born of singing as both a political act and a political
performance.

Ghassan Jabaa'i, the director and playwright, observes, “There is a difference
between terms like art, revolution, revolutionary art, and the revolution of art.” Here,
| invoke the notion of revolutionary art—that is, engaged political action. The creators
of these songs are not necessarily singers by nature; their choice of this medium
reflects the essence of the music they forge and their intimate relationship with it. We
listen during those moments to their singing transcending mere vocalization and
musical production, prompting us to ponder echoes that extend beyond words—
even beyond the aesthetics of sound. These artists distinguish themselves not by
merely addressing the general public as per art “about” revolution for instance, but
those are de facto in the very action of resistance, conversing on the frontlines of
resistance—whether with a comrade, an adversary, or an authority. They sing with
every fiber of their being—a call, an exhortation, a protest, a lament—and in doing
so, the very act of crafting their songs becomes a moment of political engagement,
a moment of resistance.

Politically-Engaged Art

Revolutions and liberation movements once served to break the silence and
breakthrough musical stagnation—through them, people voiced their dreams and
stories. Amid the fervor of the 1919 revolution for instance, Egyptian voices rang out
in impassioned, resonant chants. In that very moment, street cries and monologues
dissecting social and political realities flourished, championed by figures like Said
Darwish in Egypt and Omar Al-Za'ani in Lebanon. Their influence spread among the
masses until it became a potent means of articulating the collective sorrows of the
working classes, and classes of their like around the world. This burgeoning art form,
both modern and raw, was met with widespread censure from the elite.

For this genre of songs, its diverse forms have emerged across eras, each marked by
new standards—chief among them, its ability to captivate the intimate popular
sentiments that reflects the listeners’ present moment, rather than echoing the
dictates of a dominant or ruling power. This is especially evident when we
contemplate the people's true intentions, even reflected in the resonance of nuances
of their everyday dialects.

Nonetheless, describing art as resistance remains ambiguous to me—art does not
become resistance merely by being ascribed the qualities of struggle. Often, art's role
is relegated to pure, perhaps even neutral, pleasure; in that case, it is undoubtedly
impotent before oppression, consigned instead to the realm of indulgence, with no
place for the heat of conflict. It is the art that is engaged and entangled in the
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‘political’ that truly embodies resistance. Even art seemingly detached from politics
resists indirectly—simply by becoming a tool to combat the ugly antithesis, to oppose
ugliness, violence, or brutality. Perhaps it is in this way that art emerges as a resistance
to stagnation, offering both delight and solace, though it remains a resistance
entwined from active confrontation.

In our present era, the Palestinian resistance—in all its facets—continues to wield
songs as instruments to affirm its aims, ignite fervor among its adherents, and rally
them as one might with the martial choruses of the resistance brigades in Gaza, Jenin,
and even the ‘Areen Al-Usood of the West Bank. Take, for instance, the anthem
"Aton," denoting “coming back” which is a torrent of sound and passion—a
celebratory hymn of Hamas nearly a year before the Qassam Brigades unleashed the
“Tufan Al-Agsa” on October 7th of 2023. lts title resonated with the slogan of the
movement’s 35th anniversary. The song delved into the plight of the captives and
echoed the impassioned speeches of Khaled al-Daif, the General Commander of the
Qassam Brigades, who boldly declared that "will find another way to liberate our
prisoners." It was sung by the captive Ramzi al-"Ug—a son of Bethlehem—who made
Gaza his home after enduring 14 long years in the prisons of the Zionist occupation.

"Returning, like a raging flood,

Returning, like a revolutionary hurricane,
Returning, advancing toward the march,
And like lions in battle—fierce conquerors."

Then, on that distant 7th of October, the song "Borders of Fire" by the military choir
of the Qassam Brigades was revived again, as if narrating the unfolding saga along
Gaza's frontier, igniting the spirit of resistance.

"From the earth above and below,
From the roaring seas and their skies,
From behind enemy lines,

It surged forth like a hurricane."

Singing, in moments of confrontation

Describing the act of creation or production of music as a moment of resistance
means that it is born out of a raw, engaged context—a stand taken in direct,
unyielding opposition to a dominant force, historically embodied by occupation or
authoritarian power. This is not about crafting music solely as an expression of
solidarity, mourning, or influence. It is neither music that simply speaks of resistance
or stands alongside it; it is music that arises from resistance itself, inseparable from
that struggle. Music about the struggle rather than in it are voices like Samih Shugqair,
Wasfi Ma'asrani, and Yahya Hawwa, who, from exile, gave voice to the Syrian
revolution, or the songs of the Palestinian struggle, carried by Reem Bana, Ahmed
Qabour, Marcel Khalifa, and countless others whose fierce dedication to the cause
still ignites a burning passion within us today.
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The songs of confrontation, that are politically engaged, have a field dimension to
them, they are performed in the very instant of their meaning, and it is part and parcel
of their aesthetic. The kind of singing that speaks of resistance, rather than emanating
from it, is now the dominant form; we came to know it in a moment infused with
unbounded imagination and the weight of layered memories—or more precisely, with
the techniques of production and distribution. In contrast, engaged, or confronting
and combative singing stands as a witness to the moment, entangled in its very details
of time and space. It is not merely recalled as memory, but plunges headlong into
the events it was forged for, whether by means of repetition, declaration, or even
metaphors.

Examples of songs born from those protracted, even rehearsed, moments of
confrontation—songs crafted and sung by Palestinian women to convey secret
messages to prisoners and their families, and to militants during the British Mandate.
These were coded anthems, their words deliberately altered by adding an extra “lam”
letter so that the colonizer—who only grasped a fragment of Arabic—could not

decipher them.

Similarly, “Ya Zalam Al-Sijn Khayem"” written by journalist Naguib al-Rais during his
imprisonment on Arwad Island near Tartus in 1922, came to symbolize the national
resistance under French rule. During Egypt’s Suez Crisis, songs served as the lifeline
of news for displaced communities in far-flung towns and villages, with gatherings
organized to preserve and circulate the war's updates beyond the reach of state-
controlled radio.

And then there are the chants and anthems—woven through with the energy of
clashes, revolutions, and resistance in all its myriad forms—that echo the slogans and
tensions of those directly involved in the struggle. All these are examples of songs
produced “in the moment of resistance,” rather than about it, or after it.

Amid war or revolution, cultural production flourishes—each faction or even
individuals expresses what it stands for and what it opposes. When it comes to songs,
some were produced in moments of direct confrontation, or even brought into the
moment of resistance against bloodstained machines. Though these expressions may
not begin as mass phenomena, they eventually become so, as countless examples
attest—be it the anthems of Estonian revolutionaries against the Russians, the defiant
melodies of Italians resisting fascism, or the steadfast chants of Cubans confronting
colonialism.

Like all popular uprisings, revolutionaries reclaim public space in every way possible,
asserting the presence of the people. In Tunisia and Egypt during the January 25
revolutions, the streets became canvases—walls filled with slogans, murals, and
declarations of defiance. In Daraa, young boys watched these scenes unfold and took
to their own school walls, scrawling calls for freedom and the fall of the regime.
Among them was these now-famous chant: “ljak el-dour ya doktor”—"Your turn has
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come, Doctor” was found written on their school walls. Within two days, Syrian
security forces stormed their homes, snatching the children from their beds. Weeks
then passed with no trace of the children. Their families, led by the elders of Daraa’s
fiercely proud Bedouin tribes, marched to the political security offices, demanding
their return. It was then known than the response from the authorities was as cruel as
“Go home and make new ones. And if you can't, bring us your women—we’ll take
care of it.”

It was then that the artist Samih Choukeir released his song Ya Hayf just days after the
protests erupted in Daraa and were met with live bullets. The song spread like
wildfire, reaching the revolutionaries of Daraa, who sang it in their marches across
Houran, and soon after, in cities across Syria. It carried the story of how the
revolution’s first flame was lit in Daraa:

"A rain of bullets on unarmed souls!

Children, still in bloom, taken—how could you?
You, my own countryman,

Killing my people,

Turning your back on the enemy,

And attacking me with a sword."

Even though this song was not born in the streets, it has bond within the public
squares that was profound that it quickly became interwoven with the soaring cries of
the countryside revolts in Damascus and the Ghouta encircling Daraa. What sets this
type of song apart is its power to liberate music and the popular voice from the
shackles of a dominant authority. Perhaps it even spurred the revolutionaries to sing
their own stories, slogans, and chants in anthems, folk tunes, and laments that spoke
for them—far removed from the flood of national production that never truly
represented them. Syrians improvised their slogans over the familiar strains of
“Arada” and "Al-Qudud,” drawing strength from the well-known melodies that made
their spread effortless. Most of these impromptu songs were profoundly intimate,
capturing the demonstrators' raw emotions and even rivaling the official, trite tunes
belting out the regime’s slogans, and voicing their genuine cries.

If my voice ever departs, your throats will never let it fade.

On my last visit to Syria before the revolution, my uncle took us to a restaurant in
Homs called Jannat Homs—I| am uncertain about its fate now, and its memory is
barely lingering. Yet whenever | try to reclaim the memory, | hear Sabah Fakhri’s voice
that echoed in the place with the lines: “Ya rayheen ‘a Halab, hubbi ma’akum rah ..
Ya muhamalyeen al-‘inab taht al-‘inab tuffah.”

| would, with a bitter indignation, deny that Syria ever shone brighter than my own
homeland when my cousins insisted otherwise. Today, after more than thirteen years,
two revolutions - one in Egypt and one in Syria - and one unforgettable song, |
summon the beauty of Homs—not as | once saw it, but as captured in that song which
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swept over us like a new folklore, awakening the revolutionary soul of Syria: Jannah,
jannah, jannah, sung by the martyr the nightingale of the revolution, Abdul Baset Al-
Sarout.

The lyrics are originally attributed to the late poet Karim Al-Iragi—once rendered by
Ragga’s As’ad Al-Jaber, and before him in the 1980s by the Iragi artist Rida Al-
Khayyat. Al-Sarout, however, reimagined the melody with changed words, and his
hoarse and rasping voice symbolized the epitome of the revolutionary calls for
Syrians. It was as if his throat had broken free, soaring from Daraa to Qamishli—
passing through every Syrian city whose names he ignited with messages of passion
that set hearts ablaze until this very day. That song still resounds every March 15th on
the anniversary of the uprising’s outbreak.

The legend of Al-Sarout spread from Homs—he was a footballer and the goalkeeper
for Shabab al-Karama, later known as the “Guardian of the Revolution.” He was only
19 when the protests ignited. The regime made several attempts on his life when he
was nearly an impossible target, having failed thrice, even placing a hefty bounty on
him. His gift for singing and lyricism blossomed as he wove the tales of the streets;
some songs evoked traditional melodies, while others borrowed the repetitive
cadence of chants and traditional melodies and anthems. His cadence resonated with
the very act of revolutionary protest, affirming and denouncing the narratives
imposed by tyrants.

Al-Sarout grew before our eyes, he was just as the age of many of us inside or outside
of Syria, and his journey was a living testament to the revolution’s unfolding—he
evolved in tandem with it, taking up arms for years among the opposition,
intertwining his very being with his cause. Refusing to trade his famed footballer status
for concessions, he was carried aloft like a hero—not merely as the goalkeeper of al-
Karama Club, but as a leader of impassioned chants. As a Sunni, he even stood
shoulder to shoulder with the late Alawite Fadwa Suleiman, proclaiming the unity of
the Syrian people in the face of dividing sectarianism and the rich plurality of their
uprising.

Al-Sarout’s songs marched in lockstep with the revolution he witnessed. After the
stirring strains of “Hanen lil hurriye, hanen” and when Homs was besieged, he poured
out his soul in “For Your Eyes, Oh Homs," eventually following with “Oh Mother, in a
New Garb, | Have Come to You as a Martyr,” as his goodbye neared in 2019.

The generation that grew up in whose arms once shivered amidst war and fear has
shattered that barrier, forging a collective consciousness that now summons these
songs within all their contexts and very being. A new image takes root in the minds
of the revolution’s adherents, nurturing a deep nostalgia for its ideals, and perhaps
forging a collective identity out of it. In my view, this longing—even if borrowed by
those who never witnessed the uprising firsthand—stands as a form of resistance
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against every attempt to erase, repress, displace, and bloodily bury the revolutionary
beginnings.

This collective imagination is salient—at the very least, what has been torn down and
fallen in the field will live on, if only in memory; and memory is the fertile ground of a
resister’s cause. In these songs, the revolutionaries defined themselves, their hopes,
and reimagined meanings for paradise, homeland, freedom—and other aspirations.
Thus, the children of my generation were raised on a new standard of national song—
the most engaged and confronting kind, and not the one that centres ambiguous
slogans about the nation or regime figures. Today, we only hear its kin: the voices of
Samih Choukeir, Wasfi Ma'asrani, or that anthem "Wa‘ani tale’ atzahar" echoed by
revolutionaries in their Bedouin dialect in the Deir Baalba neighborhood of Homs.
These songs were not mere recitations of slogans or laments—they were angry,
impassioned calls, urging the wrestling of freedom and confronting defeat in raw
language, naming both the hero and his oppressor upfront.

"And here | go, out on the streets to protest,
Carrying my blood on my hands.

Even if | return to you, mother,

as a martyr,

Do not weep for me.

We are the children of the homeland,

Your very own, Syria—

No hardship can ever tear us apart,

Sunnis and Alawites as one."

In the ranks of Syria’s revolutionaries, other voices emerged—Abu Maher Saleh from
Eastern Ghouta, Ahmed Al-Qusim from Houran, Qasim Al-Jamus from Dar’a, along
with Abu Malik Al-Hamawi and Ibrahim Al-Qashoush in Hama, and even Abu Al-Joud
Al-Halabi and Abdul Wahab Al-Malla from Aleppo. Some of them composed their
own songs, drawing from the rich well of traditional folk, old melodies, laments, and
chants, their words embodying their demands and rallying slogans. In Hama's Al-Asi
Square, massive protests resounded with Ibrahim Al-Qashoush’s impromptu chants—
a spontaneous outpouring of revolutionary spirit amid the throngs. His most famed
chant, “Yalla irhal ya Bashar,” meaning, “Yalla, leave, Bashar,” became an emblem of
defiance; Al-Qashoush sacrificed his life to raise the voice of the uprising as protesters
echoed his call. It is said that he met a brutal end when the authorities kidnapped him
and, one grim morning, dumped his mutilated body into the Asi River—after they had
severed his neck and torn out his throat.

From Palestine to Syria, Egypt, even Yemen and Sudan, and every field of
engagement, art becomes a tool for resistance when it serves as a vessel for meanings
that oppose political and social domination, mirroring the balances of power in its
form or content. This can only be achieved by reinterpreting the artwork’s content in
order to narrate, simulate, or redefine what has become static in the collective
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consciousness. Resistance salvages pockets of stagnation within that consciousness
and liberates them from their confinement. It is context, and the moment of
production, regardless of the musical aesthetic, or even novelty, that creates musical
ecstasy, or political ecstasy in particular. In these spaces, resistance negotiates the
discourse that is produced and disseminated—whether political, artistic, or cultural.
Neither the fiddle nor the musket can be defeated, nor can we even categorize them
in the same standard, yet there is a resounding chorus from the throats of resistors
that pricks like thorns in the throats of tyrants! It is the singing as a form of survival,
and means for existence, just like birds who do it for a living, rather than for the luxury
of aesthetics. Without political confrontation, one that carries the intimacy of the
collective voice, in its various forms and degrees, art loses its power as resistance.

37



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
YY0 dilaiall Ay jal juad pens la

The finalists

INVESTIGATIVE ARTICLE CATEGORY

Farah Jallad (Jordan — born in 1986) and Hoda Osman (Egypt — born in 1975)
Marina Milad (Egypt — born in 1994)
Tony Shenouda (Egypt — born in 1990)

45lgil Al yall goedipe
QLaiiwdl Gaiod! &

(19V0 ddlzo — o) Ois i3 (194 T dlse — 523 Dl 753
(1998 ddlgo = as) Dhae Loslo
(199 dlgo — rao)Bogids 395

38



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
YY0 dilaiall Ay jal juad pens la

B3 (§ duaud ) Adloesal] A6y CIK) Aabidl el LI Bl g

OV - Oleds kg D 748
)
Y-V 959/0lp3> YO

Aol Jiod Ll 1 8,01 8UB ool <858 digde (358 cduadle] I puy (U 655031 7y CBlagial”
39 Logza Jass 48 4aY) 8Ll 582023 sed g3/ QW1 (43 v QW1 § 683 by oo 11:57
Lol adl 3 ek uell OF 832 glad § JsbYl aaedl g9 dirllo 18 (e O3Sl (a8l (suo e
Ol aecl Guslaly pllasl dae pllad lxdil 289 e 8l 8)guall g5 OF Jud cAblad! ¢y (]
e 0709 il by ST cdpall aBge day CByad V' i Lo Juso iy dake day S5 ol cdaydall B

AW P |

dnga e B £o39) 3lalill e Tleo By dalin OF H9geal 0b ple (e dnpddl oS5 o ccdgll lin 3
8 delis B Cdginnl poad Bl 0dd G (e i])8) A yall Dlosall Uy (2 45,31 dadle]
Al aialall e uilyd By ciing L) Tye (558801 7 (30 d5 (B edipaudd)] dodleYl de gazeall

($2a)l (o (e 0.2) Hladl (o Dilis g day e g Sl e x> 7 § s (oLl

Q85 e duwdyall Bluall Ay insg el e 8ol Ewd COE @Y 8yl 8ol 8US |polS iy
Cilg Al § B Bya> s o «38ly guedl dopu 1ol G pogdl cund alall gUalb
o s 6552 (3 VB CiSer gl 1id (3 ol B @) ool cyundy TS Tlos Lally 35l ¢ sall
ML Al ] olgl Hsue aie 2023 1giST/UsY cp a5 13 3 csSall ilaill SN galsge
Ul Jigby cdeldl jlae e 838 o & illad) o dunaidl Blall dbate el (i SHU 832 Jlois
B3 glad (o bl gy (S0 D dadladl sLiYI Y8y s dand o)l Adlousall Ay 3,831 . Egaud)

de Ohle 5T 8989 -dladl 3- (85 SV ¢ ISl Gl me gall (e dend all dlouall Uy cliolyd
3 ) OF LSl i) el domiall zus gl ¢ duolaill (e Tusge BN codls Losie S0 . gl
el 255 B ISy L3 (OBl § 35 gl pllasnl (3 i Aoz ) o ety 0e 3 Logon
I o) DS iy o oomioll 03] Ayl 2wl 65ty JEED (o S (5T Colagradl

C G Lo A e (Bg8l) "Clidig Fanie (342" slyz] bl lgads bs fcady 4l

(89420 Sl é‘i}a O ey puple L”SJ.:@.JJ\ [EJERVY 2\)5_9.” oy Jad fobiaYl cllgl ¢ jgall Aoy
Joadl 32,8) Zlowlly clozmgll 04 o £989 pind £ 589y S @i OF Ll Gzl 2o ol Ol
Losd ‘"L;'ﬁ-?‘é-”" 2 Gl cae TJL“» u:\.«.o:u,a.“ Lle> o &:JJJU,OTj .ubj}’\ OR Sj}a,aﬂ J alplw

698 3" elyb bl Qﬁ.ﬂ\ syl I

AU uds G pddaaddl] (Sl sae Of g S S 832 § 2yl B odelial el da oSy
14 Cike B3 OF 36 i 5 s 3 - ladgill 5 el o 3l ety J Lo cpminds il 37 0
"838 £ " (o dadloll (3 lghizm O 19,9 A yall dBlosall A Lgin- e ag el 0T Yl cp gy
dngn 13 oo Lo 50 oy ¢(8) gk panad) 50yt 09 2losdl diudy sgual) le Olas 9a5-

il By 858 3 AuedeYl i) Auily ccnsiomall e gl el gy cuadl]

39



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
Yo Y0 dilaall 4 ad ypsd o Sl
- ISl sl Olelesy M- s wdl UL OF ¢ jgil da)l Buad yoaiesl S ¢ Gutidl oSO
5 Ak Bluce e (re Ayl Aoyl DBy iSa s cOlyn ponl eb oo Aunbuboll CiSIAN Cillol
A e QU G el gl B39 digls 12:099 olue 11:55 deludl (n foiliaghS 8835
Aadl e dxly3lg opedd e sl b (U CaSe J8YI e Oliandd colial 2023 sedsd/ W)

Le Monde oo gyl bl el ollail)l s dopmy clos ) rioad] g5 didud
od sl . 3udiil) g ()3T el ae dlasd clns- uST.Paper Trail Media dlaiog duud,all
Lowy st dabaie 2y "Wgdpl" Bzl A Jeall Jdodl W] eyl B Ol g gl

Al gall Ol slyz] § dasie

dats oy 10 9eudShg 0Lyt Bueiall @l el slixe S Jass G clyzitiall Judoes uitige Joing
T s des dae (39 " duud o)l Blouall A8y CoSe e Lgas1ds il dus] el Lo OF W5l
S e palsall (2889 Glss 99 el pally dmludl Judo § Jaiwall Gl Gll3 § Ly (J3YI e
sl gl ol g3 Ady3 ciomd (81501 O) sty Sl s 93 ¢Sl Gl § (Uolas) Byl

LU Ol sl ao Al 8 (43 guraSl)

09398 ol 3gizdl b deld al cdunyiy dasdl @yb e @)l Lol dlis! O guiShy dadiuw
plas (3 dloliodl d8uly Ml £o5 01" DB @8uy HUall S Cpb Ogaiias 1958 ALY CLLWI
Gl e JIgead) O laan ¢"dude Ggad I Bugll Clial Ml OF (2 cduddl ) SLLWI doelasd

il 093 (po M &l

Lol ol a8 ibeadl olladlll (§ Hlxdil S (30 0165 gl Jid sguiall liang (pe Ausdn y 90l day
Clbl gl J) ohlxisdl Jdod il el pals b @b e Blue (p Slasgll oda . aiill §
oo Bl gt ] asdll paslasy dspd GLEYI Gl palioy (OliegkS B3k HuiS Lluea 0

838 3 ©bbo ellad o (p A=y Judlwlg (dbo

@ Alarall o OyBIL Al ] Lo -padl GI3 (3 Canad suo Jol g9 (i) T e wllad) gl
2SIV ep 43 31 & Planet Labs 45,4 ducluall 53V jsuo yelaly aadgi/ 31 s ¢ro J9YI
QU 3| dalaie Jlod el e Ol aud das e OLLWI Wl s/ 31 cp S e cIWIg
250 36125 Y9 Aed g5/ BN 3 (pe I (§ dabarall (3 ga2 90 UL hlins 5l ao dlgd diinell

ALl oW1 3 LS T g9 duclivall ;L3YI

Al I Bpdes B3e gk Gaskad (po Wslgl U] cidel (2023 sed g/ JW1 cp i3 o QW1 podll (3
gladll e Hlasll o8

L3 e a5/ QW (3 (pe QW (3 uadl s poand £939 pue e Ll Ginandl sol ccogiSo 3y 39
g y2)| Adla)l A CoSle COlugiuw!

Ll Gl J) guiSo aBga (e Olaghan -9y JSKi- Juuyd dund )l dBlonsall A
838 3 LS el dyyg pall plaidl S sl U8 gl ddyall Alvall A6y wddiel eyl ol @

-9y Séw- il B I aiall Y oS3 0L &b e A 3 bole 30 Bued Jary 0 I

40



Samir Kassit Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
\RACECNS LN SO R

MY il S Jads LS Tolad ¢ L) Gl go cdrgr Jails e dadge Ly g Olgas
Bgar Sl Gl DB sline S5 2023 perST/IsYl s 39 clawdd (3 Aolall dsadl
Olyo @UT By x> § O (eSS

Gy (it L) oy bl L a)) d8lowsall A6y a1 <2023 19381/ (045 (p0 asldl (39
day Lo Y ("852 3 gualoga (3ol (Blatt Lawd dadlly Aaddl Ol (gadl (393" e L)l !
35 Lie dnicrd) Bl unar ol clgns LI (35 -iwall Bt 5] s LB yo s3> bogin
Uy dunozdl STy glach go Jais I8 LS ¢ ALl Gl go (o (uild UBy LoSe @30
Sl o B9l Slaglae 8yl L A ya)l dolesall

QG anysx Dl el § VBRI CaSe pde Sl (3 oleladl daT &l daglds 21 39g)l e
M| 8)9 00 OBl dxl (o b LBl sl O 0938T /991 0045 10 po2 v J9YI woleldl
G ¢Sl 52y b Juailes candl )5l lgkme g (Bamly A8 Tgamad V" DB 4nyyga 3) - sl
M oSas By G

2:26 deludl 35 .4 S OlSlas] Pl slely ¢y 8o iadb JUaiL andys gl dada
ool 1936 crase BN pgiy ol Bus Bl G091 Lo £dugd dopi) Holme yiuol sue 2y25 dluso
0¢8] Ao Gl eal Cdsiadl JBg 053] o3 S e x> (pae e Andgiall B Audasi) (guell
MAlasl Juad" & all Cadg e 1Sl

ALY Gl JB (852 £9 son criaall e 03y 39 - duaele Al oda 3 Oy (I OIYI el L
4"63“":‘1"?"’4"6‘“ ;}l;-}’ ;\J))\J.plw@jepjw ‘uﬁlA?Lg}a,a.C PR ES W) 8lade gl )
3T (e Lauad @ (e ydl) Boluall

&“95.4 Jl) olef ud dnd)g=> QS;&JS}“ g,J&A e ‘43:;@.” B ‘Abi dwns 8 L"ST fﬁjﬁi/dﬁi" O Qéﬁ
LYl Gloel) Sl

Jaddl 399

10 oyl STlg eidl &y dinall Bueiall 0ol duo sl 8y yall Jgis ¢ Gl gl e Lgedlbl wie
Lgdlugienl day 18 JUdlg e duimed duiy D! Sl dizeidl Al dal £ 9! Sl G 9la)) (389"
My Ay

B e oMbl wie (1Ll T cdand B9 copirhaadall guasuall L5 ewl Busiell 45 @l
zoly sliel 1da" 1Jsalh (u> los lgmat e and dundd Cg)l (3 "Bz lane cond" 1AB ¢ guaol]
Ll Lgiendl (Sag £l VB duols-g ¢ ibeadl Cadl dnadl CByas LSl ..o iSe e by
Moda LY By e a3 (21 A9l Alvsall

e e dawl 3lay 2023 aiST/JgIN a8 Jue L5 of WS Ladle] LS 73 jeous Llall casigg
Mo g Gy oI A1

41



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
Y Y0 dilaiall dy jal juad s s
Jislel ogs OF g p e cdiogle b eyl Blonsall W5 (§ Al HLSHI o ypike S
Jl G483 duade Do ope (555 Lo Lodd OY" ¢de g e Blual o pias OB 13] bog sled! el Olio lgiwlow
MalazeNl lda

Olozgll 5o oyl gBNI e it 1w Y 63 (ugh8 mdouall Lo Az § alndl e Joo
2021 ple § Ladle| a0 20 o Jar Y o pads Jio filos @oolg> J) Tieion (M"aadledl eilaiall e
Uaai (oS 1o OF (Ae ey -8yl B39 4850l (s Wtrdvgual A6y oy I (el 3 § Loy
Uggen ooz V" SBB cdpadleYl wladall Glagiusl g AL i) "dslus pds" 0350 rgras

1B (3 oh S Byad Jleld tellasl e 430 (gl ozl 0da 0

dads 51 J8

lad) 3929 LIS 49 gl CaddS) e yall Alonsall U6y 1ol o dilall el llad) dazlye £l
51 Ui pomgll Mo 239 . $a3)l e @ o3 cdddaandall Luadlel de gazmall oS (e poangl) dloxne
- d9Y A dall duwd i)l Adluall s dlo) oo 4585

3 fdpudyall doluall Ao dudawdd)l el degazall (o Mg Ailid 4>l S99 taxdlg
Obbs @slda) Gl e e axay Sgw laginr Juads Y (! copiandlel i §all (38 G ya
SV Ol ¢l llf‘;gj Ba>lg delw Lalugiwdl Gl (0 L?A_)J\ Jrola)l OBy cduuds p gl S 4] ]
858 o0 Blie Eul Ol ol dan §al)

OF o> (3 e Blugiudl £939 e 1eyls O dpnd )l Alomall Ay CiSo OF 3 Logs Lagd 3NN (809
ool Galall Jado U1 cduiphuwdall dedlel de gazmall (iSe § -Oldoue pgin- polieil da)l Sl
pioled (339 (Bl § o>l Coly .55aill p o0 e

iz gl o] Jinall el O 2023 ssm355/ G (2755 5o QU1 el m ,SUI ol
AN o Byguae llad) Ja 39Sl Joiety T )3 day cduadlel degomall (IS0 (§ 43943 oy
il plat e b ol Vg (63l e o) lmnll bl Coseder O 3y 1 il Uy el
(Sl OF y3T oo cdelisn dle plabyl J] HlxasV 898 waly ccdas gl e Jaslodl Hlgdl s gl (30

olaa)l sl

|98 gianl 8 lue Ugdagiul" tJghs . G Lo 2yl udtiwn O Jud B9 B ducg > gof Wb
4] el 53T gt £89 cpo g3 ¢ NI i (o iba ool 13 deliss §,0 " aud LS I (sl
lsbo e puoludl Glall J) dlamy o> g3l oo d3gd SS9 dole 20 ol o QW) et alexd

Jam 050 o dmsaall O JWbs ebyeSIl Uiy gyl

sl Jsiy 838 e Aolis D) g 7T Lo ¢ 3allall elld § anyY) 3aadl Jasd duadledl degommall 36
LdleYl de gozmall it " o8I B3 i 33h il ¢ gaall 4 cdadtll G O8I s (0" 1 da>
Lk o0 £65,3T dnadle] Jiluogd tilaall od] Olods aaddy cdanIl @)l Cilgr § OlmelS dddadal]

Qo Og5aldlg )

42



Samir Kassit Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
Yo Yo dilasall iy al jpad jend s
Sl pamgll (po Ads AT Jud 4l cduindaudal) duodleY! de gazmall S duditl] [ud )l e gl G LS
A o) 381931 (e Loy Ser Cmms ¢ dunadl (30 ALYl OLLAT Bl ¢ pgiST/JgY 45 30 3 9
Gl padl 3 (a0l oy b lad) gl (BN e (xinel Li5) Jlxe § 58 il deliss uSh
Julodl gl &l dalaially (axedl oo 23 Jas Ladl Lo £8)9lonadl dalaiall (§ AUk o] UL 3929 8yl
UL BT 359 Aesluall S 9o 54123) LgaShid dre a5 B L3l bl Of el (3l
(-JB (0 839290 LB 0dd Jie (ST o) (> ERTTYURC AN

poadl 1o (3 wle 558 .zl (AW sitndll | o> ool delisn J&5 gLl ] Ograoall zys bodie
0Sos Lo 383y -las)l U3l CaSladl 3 S od U1 Ogadall sle ( JWI podl 39 858 Qg J] 4ol
Sl i Q1A gadads (3399 chlian (e 03143)

b 5,3 B0 Cuaill (50801 gwo (2325 <2023 oawd/UsY! 0538 33 sedsi/ 31 cp &3 25 o9
B @Balgall cpo Ao cly=l Hlagdl (3 cdind (ol sol) oy 55T Bl (3 -Bpall 048 sl
WA

fealis) pusalodl ol Jadl 393) OF Y] cpgadl 192 (§ Ailan ilozeg) cpteadle) ptiunall (2523 059
Aaadle] Aiang Ayl Blomsall 85 O cre (§ cldono pDle] oy cdisbadall usdledl de garealld
Slaginl Gl 3 b Blo] o) (ddlml Jad 39 (Jol plaadl e adllay (AT Lo s cddss
o ' idaddl] deeMeY! de gamall

sy Oladsll (§y2 Lo 8olad" (el 43T Ul opamuall Hlo> L (o b Y (63 odas Lo g
foneloadl pamiall &l Wl ¢ddss dyla] Ao Claginl o J95 (poue Jider 1Y) Glat Leie 3
ML) Gial) dslas Doles oy Teya 4368 suan Y 581 OF 0950 sliaall 301 O3

S Jo! geszmall Jid (e Lo (e dael (94 nisland ] ppboniall BB sl Busiedl Cayely
Sy oy @gillar) adgr S duniss Juall ddxodl pDeYI Jiluogy crbomall dadung (oY deonl sllac)
OF slgw «Jls=Y S 3 dasy> &odleYl CISA CBlaginl day ol Ll 1AL cddoul edleYl
Magdoally Aoyl dradle Yl GOl (o Lot o g of dend 2l ddlosall UBg) lugiusl

¢dond ya)l ddlousall AIBY Lol o a8 95 « 2023 Aed s/ QB (p 45 12 pg0 0 >l 10:31 Acludl e
il G 3T 108 OBy .l Jaisd dams Hld u>T dzrgy o Lolg ladgs cpamgll day Jomy JI5 I
B3¢ (3 493 <1 UL oy

0 laske Tl s 0395 beall ol 08 ey b S5 S Uil i 0 30" 0 o
.nA:‘S‘U

13 d> (§ 8940l Ol 9o xS0" lauiae ¢(3da3 Vg glassl 095 (e Gy b Ogim 1936 0] Ol Jod
L] e

43



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
Y Yo dilanall 4y jal jumd e s fila

Investigation Reveals Israeli Tanks Fired Directly at

AFP Offices in Gaza

Farah Jallad and Hoda Osman — Jordan
Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism
25 June 2024

"Targeting of al Ghefari tower, which houses media offices, west of Gaza City," read
the chyron of Al Hurra TV, a U.S. government Arabic broadcaster, just before 11:57
a.m. local time on November 2. The channel was covering the strike on an 18-story
building, the tallest in the Gaza Strip. The building is visible in the far left corner of
the screen when suddenly an explosion rattles the image. Debris and smoke fly live
on camera. The presenter, unsure of what had happened, says, "We don’t know yet
where this strike is, but it happened live just now."

What the presenter didn't know was that viewers were watching live on TV a strike on
another media organization, Agence France-Presse, less than an hour after the one
on the offices of Palestine Media Group in the al Ghefari tower — the very building
al Hurra TV was discussing while viewing the AFP live feed. AFP itself occupies the
10th and 11th floors of the 12-story Haji Tower, just a few hundred meters (0.2 miles)
away on the same street..

Al Hurra broadcast the strike live not because it had its own camera in the tower, but
because the network was tapped into an AFP live feed from a camera set up on the
balcony of the 10th floor. The attack caused extensive damage to the building and
offices — a large hole in one side of the building and significant interior destruction.
Fortunately, no one was there. AFP’s Gaza City staff of eight had evacuated the
building, leaving behind a mostly unmanned camera powered by solar panels,
broadcasting a 24/7 live feed. AFP was the only one of the three major global news
agencies still broadcasting live from the Gaza Strip.

AFP immediately contacted the Israeli military. The initial response was that there
were no strikes on the building. Pressed for more details, the Israeli spokesperson
said the army had carried out a strike nearby that “might have caused debris” but
that "the building was not targeted in any way.” AFP said the extent of the damage
cannot be explained by the military’s response and requested “an in-depth and
transparent investigation.”

The condemnations were swift. AFP’s chairman and chief executive Fabrice Fries said
the bureau'’s location was known and communicated to the Israeli military routinely
"precisely to prevent such an attack and to allow us to continue to provide images
on the ground.” The Committee to Protect Journalists, or CPJ, issued a statement
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categorizing it as an “attack.” The International Federation of Journalists demanded
“an immediate investigation."

After the early November strike, the war in Gaza grew more intense and the number
of Palestinians killed, reported to be over 37,000 today, continued to climb. The scale
of the destruction was beyond anyone’s expectations. The AFP incident was mostly
laid to rest until ARIJ and its partners, including AFP, began looking into it as part of
the Gaza Project — a collaboration of 50 journalists from 13 media organizations
coordinated by Forbidden Stories to investigate attacks on journalists and press
infrastructure in Gaza and the West Bank.

The four-month-long investigation revealed that, contrary to Israeli army claims, the
AFP office was directly fired at by Israeli tanks. The tanks fired four times between
11:55 a.m. and 12:09 p.m. local time on November 2, from around 3 kilometers away.

At least two strikes hit the AFP offices, damaging it and making it unusable.

The investigation’s findings relied on independent visual analyses of the live feed
footage conducted by Le Monde and Paper Trail Media. They were confirmed by
weapons and other experts. The findings matched the conclusions from an audio
analysis provided by Earshot, an organization specializing in forensic audio
investigations.

Adrian Wilkinson, a forensic explosives engineer who regularly works for the United
Nations, says, “It is almost certain that the AFP office was shot at by an Israeli tank.”
At least five other experts, including independent weapons and conflicts researcher
War Noir and Trevor Ball, a former U.S. Army explosive ordnance disposal technician,
agree. Ball said the damage to the server room was consistent with tank fire.

Wilkinson rules out the possibility of an accidental hit. He is convinced that the
soldiers operating the Israeli tanks intended to hit that floor precisely. “The weapon
type and accuracy inherent in the Israeli tank weapon system means that the weapon

hit the target it was aimed at,” he says. “The question of why remains unanswered,”
he adds.

A key element in the investigation was a series of flashes of light appearing 4 seconds
before every explosion in the live footage. The flashes are shots being fired. A
calculation based on an analysis of the flashes and detonations concluded that they
were fired from about 3 kilometers away. Further analysis of the speed and features
of ammunition, concludes that it was a tank that fired them. Only Israel has tanks in
Gaza.

Footage from al Ghefari tower, the first building hit that day, shows Israeli tanks near
the area on November 1. Satellite imagery from PlanetLabs on October 31 and
November 3 show hundreds of tanks a few hundred meters north of the suspected
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firing area, with visible tank tracks in the area on November 3. Satellite imagery shows
no tanks the days before.

On November 2, 2023 Israel announced the completion of its encirclement of Gaza
City, marking the beginning of the city's siege.

In a written response to the consortium, the Israeli military insisted that there was no
strike on the building on November 2 and said the AFP offices were not targeted.

AFP routinely sent its office location to the Israeli military

AFP thought it had taken all necessary precautions to secure its offices when the war
started. The news agency had had an office in Gaza for 30 years. They were familiar
with the protocols. AFP routinely shared its office address and Google Maps
coordinates with the Israeli military, a standard practice for foreign media in Palestine.
In October alone, AFP representatives reminded the military four times of its office
location in Gaza City, at the Haji tower.

On October 9, 2023, the news agency sent a letter from its CEO urging the military
to "exercise extreme vigilance regarding the security of our Gaza staff," particularly
following an incident where a piece of shell landed on their building's terrace. That
same night, the Foreign Press Association asked for the AFP's office location to share
with the Israeli military, as it was doing for member organizations. FPA confirmed to
AFP that they shared the information with the army.

Despite their efforts, in the early hours of October 10, a staffer from the Gaza office
informed Marc Jourdier, the agency’s Jerusalem bureau chief, of a call to a nearby
local resident by the Israeli military to evacuate the building. "Don't waste a minute
and evacuate,” Jourdier told the staffer. “I'm calling the army and getting back to
you ASAP."

Jourdier contacted the military again and sent the office’s coordinates again. At 2:26
a.m., a powerful strike hits a smaller building nearby. Several people were killed,
including three journalists who were standing in front of the building to cover the
expected strike on Haji, which had by then been evacuated. An Israeli spokesperson
told Jourdier they managed to stop the strike “thanks to your call.”

The full picture of what happened that night is still unclear. In its response to the
consortium, Israel’s military said it targeted a facility used by a Hamas member but
did not explain why an evacuation call was issued for the building housing the AFP.

On October 28, five days before the attack on the AFP offices, Jourdier sent the office
location once more.

‘We really must have answers and for the moment, we don't have those’
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Presented with the investigation’s findings, Irene Khan, the United Nations special
rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and
expression, said, “According to international humanitarian law, media infrastructure
is civilian infrastructure, so targeting it would be potentially a war crime.”

"I am not surprised," said Shurugq Asad, the Palestinian Journalists Syndicate
spokesperson. But she is angry. "This is a clear and direct attack on a press office.”
She added, ““Israel knows the importance of the live streams, especially the wires
and how important they are for the international press which use these wire services.”
The syndicate has documented the partial or total destruction of 73 media offices
since October.

AFP Global News Director Phil Chetwynd said Israel needs to explain what their policy
around live feeds is and if “in any way” they consider them legitimate targets,
“because there's enough circumstantial evidence to make us suspect that is how they
are working.” He added, “"We really must have answers and for the moment, we don't
have those.”

The "IDF has a history of attacks on media facilities," says Carlos de La Serna,
program director at the Committee to Protect Journalists. He pointed to previous

incidents, including the destruction of at least 20 media outlets in 2021, including the
building housing the Associated Press and Al Jazeera. He insisted that it is part of a
pattern that reflects a "lack of accountability” when it comes to the Israeli military
attacking media facilities. "It's not like you can easily make a mistake," he said. "Israel
knows everything about Gaza."

51 minutes earlier...

While reviewing the AFP live feed for this investigation, ARIJ and its partners
discovered footage of the earlier strike on the Palestine Media Group, or PMG, offices
in the al Ghifari building 51 minutes before the first strike hit AFP. “This strike also
contains a similar succession of events as the four strikes on the server room,”
according to Earshot, the audio analysis organization.

There are notable similarities and differences between PMG and AFP strikes. The
offices of both media organizations, only a few hundred meters apart, were fired at
by Israeli tanks on the same day, within an hour of each other. Both had cameras
broadcasting live pictures of Gaza.

While there was nobody in the AFP office at the time of the strike, four people,
including two journalists, who later recounted the incident to ARIJ and its partners,
were on the 16th floor of al Ghefari building. One of them sustained a leg injury.

On the morning of November 2, Ismail Abu Hatab, a freelance journalist who had
been spending the night in the PMG offices, made his coffee and turned on the
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computer to finish uploading his footage from the previous night. "l grabbed the
camera and then | didn't see anything, | couldn't hear anything, all | remember is a
yellow line of light," he said. A wall collapsed on Abu Hatab and the force of the blast
threw Abed Shanaa, the other journalist there that day, against the opposite wall.

Abu Hatab lost consciousness briefly. Then he realized what had happened. "They
targeted us directly. They targeted the floor we were on," he said. Shanaa rushed to
pull Abu Hatab from under the rubble, fearing there might be another strike. Shanaa's
20-year-old son, Haitham, pulled Abu Hatab from under the rubble. There was no
elevator because the building had lost power earlier, so Haitham Shanaa carried Abu
Hatab down the 16 flights of stairs.

PMG occupied all four apartments on that floor, giving it 360-degree panoramic views
of all of Gaza. "From the place where | take pictures, | took in all of Gaza," said Abu
Hatab. PMG set up cameras on all four sides and offered live feed services, including
to Reuters and Al Arabiya TV.

Hassan al Madhoun, the CEO of PMG, said that a few days before the attack, on
October 30, Israeli tanks appeared through the northern windows. Shanaa confirms
they were visible from at least two cameras. Footage broadcast from al Ghefari the
day before the strike showed Israeli tanks in the vicinity. The video establishes a line
of sight between the building and the area designated through audio and visual
analysis as the place where the tanks fired from. Satellite imagery shows tracks from
tanks were visible the next day, where none appeared before.

In a written response to the consortium, the Israeli military said it was not aware of a
strike in the location and on the date provided.

After evacuating the building, Shanaa took Abu Hatab to the hospital for medical
attention. Shaken by what had just happened and terrified about the safety of his son,
Shanaa decided to head to southern Gaza that day. The following day, al Madhoun,
who was not at the office at the time of the attack, returned to salvage whatever
equipment he could. He took a video of the damage.

Some time between November 25 and December 3, al Ghefari building was struck
again, this time causing more serious damage to the whole building, with parts of the
upper three floors completely collapsing.

While both AFP and PMG experienced similar attacks that day, one notable difference
between the media organization stands out: PMG is a local Palestinian outlet, while
AFP is an international French organization. Though the journalist was injured in the
PMG attack, it was the strike against AFP’s empty office that attracted international
attention and merited a response from the Israelis.

48



Samir Kassir Award for Freedom of the Press 2025
Y Yo dilanall 4y jal jumd e s fila

De la Serna of CPJ considers this another pattern. "Investigations or responses to the
killing of a journalist usually only occur when an international journalist or news
organization is affected,” he said. “For local journalists, the typical response is
propaganda and nothing more."

Asad, the syndicate spokesperson, expressed frustration at the international
community's failure to give equal importance to the safety of local journalists. "For
us,” she said, “the crime of targeting media offices is the same, whether it's AFP,
Reuters, or Arab and local offices.”

On Nov 12 at 10:31 a.m., the AFP camera's live feed, which continued running after
the attack, shut down for good. There was no one available to reboot the transmission
system. It was the last live feed from an international news agency in Gaza.

The shutdown marked the end of an avenue for important information gathering.
"Where there is strong potential for a war crime being committed, obviously, the live
stream becomes critical evidence,” said Khan, the UN special rapporteur.

Al Madhoun, PMG's CEO, noted that his organization was broadcasting a raw
livestream, an unfiltered reality without commentary.

He said, “But the image seemed to bother Israel.”
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"| Have Become Shameful"

Syrian Women Leave Prison with a "Stigma"

Marina Milad - Egypt
Masrawy
25 February 2025

The suffering of Syrian women does not end after they surviving from prisons
torture and violations they witness, according to hundreds of documented
testimonies. Rather, they are pursued by another suffering or stigma, as they
describe it. In this story, we tell the experience of these women with the “other
prison.”

One evening, Hanin's neighbors came to her house in Idlib (northern Syria);
congratulating her on her release from the prison where she had spent four years.
Curiosity was jumping from their eyes, as she noticed, and they could no longer
control it until one of them released it by asking: "Did they do something to you?"

“All forms of torture and the worst words. They slapped me several times a day, then
threw me into solitary confinement among insects for days.”

"This is how Hanin responded, to find a mixture of gloom and confusion on their
faces, as if they were waiting for something else.. They repeated: "So they didn't do
anything to you?!"

"Oh God.. All of this is nothing?" "Hanin" answers them without thinking, then
quickly she picks up on their intention, which is rape.

She is silent for a few moments, saying to herself: “As if all the suffering doesn't
matter!” Then she simply denies them that. But she feels that her answer is met with
disbelief and silence; a silence whose meaning she learned over the following days.

Hundreds of kilometers away, in the city of Sednayah, Sham lies on a hospital bed,
receiving both physical and psychological treatment. Bruises and burns are scattered
all over her body. But those scars didn’t hurt her as much as the look she saw in her
father's eyes after the doctor told him what had happened to her.

During the same period, Amal arrived alone at a small rented house, where her family
had decided to move in, only to find herself far away from them once again, and “in
a new isolation in a strange country.”

"Hanin", "Sham", and "Amal"... three women freed from Syrian prisons. At that
moment, they realized that another fate awaited them outside the prison walls, one
that seemed to be no less cruel, if not worse and longer lasting.

"Maybe she will survive, but she will never be the same again," said Ward Furati,
author of the book Survivors.

Haneen (33 years old) stepped outside the iron gate of Mezzeh Prison, never
expecting to cross it alive again. She was stunned, like everyone else, amidst the
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chaos, running, loud, and overlapping voices calling: “Bashar has fallen! Get out! Go
wherever you want!”

For Syrians, who lived under the rule of "Assad" father and son for nearly 50 years,
the impact of this news was neither reasonable nor logical at all.

On the side of the road, Hanin took a taxi with other women like her who had just left
prison, heading to the nearest point where she could take another bus to her city.
The car set off, and its driver kept telling them about how Bashar had escaped in the
blink of an eye! That the armed opposition had taken over one city after another on
the road to Damascus, and that no one understood what awaited Syria.

Then he asks them questions about the prison, their charges, and what happened to
them?

Hanin did not say a single word. She was staring at the roads and the people out in
the streets that were passing through them in celebration, and at those people who
were tearing up pictures of Assad everywhere; as if she had been absent for decades
and not just four years.

Then she leaves those with her until she gets on another bus heading to Idlib, which
she finds after much trouble and is crowded due to the imminent 13-hour curfew in
the capital.

On her way north, Hanin's bus passes Sednaya prison, whose surroundings are even
more noisy and crowded. Meanwhile, Sham (28 years old) was leaving from its red
building, struggling on her legs to walk. She cannot believe that she is leaving that
building about which all the scary stories are woven and from which only a few come
out alive.

But she was unable to continue walking until she got into a car and fell unconscious,
and was taken to the nearest hospital without any papers or anything to indicate her
identity.

For this reason, one of the hospital employees posted pictures of her on Facebook
groups, including those of the missing in Sednaya prison, hoping that her family
would reach her.

About 25 km away, Amal (45 years old) was seeing the light outside Adra prison.
“Even the air was different,” she described in the first words she uttered to those
around her. Before that, she was only a few steps away from the death sentence,
according to the news she received about the next trial two days later.

She ran quickly, as if she was escaping, until she boarded a bus bound for Deir ez-Zor
(eastern Syria). She was eager to meet her husband and children and imagined their
faces when they grew up. None of them had visited her since her arrest in 2014. She
thought they did not know where she was.

But she had a four-hour journey ahead of her, which was enough time to contemplate
the changed roads and destroyed buildings, and imagine how many demonstrations
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had taken place, massacres had been committed, and families had fled across the
country. At the same time, it forced her to recall everything she had experienced.

Hanin does the same thing and takes her memory back by bus four years, to that
“black” day, as she describes it, when four tall, broad-shouldered men raided her
house at 2 a.m. to take her away. Her husband wasn’t there, but her mother and
sisters were, unable to do anything but cry.

She begged them to at least put on her prayer dress. She pulled it on and closed the
room for her sleeping four-year-old son. Then she left with them.

In a classic scene, two men placed her in the middle between them in the back seat
of a car. Then they covered her face with a black scarf and tied her hands. A series of
insults began until they arrived at the “security branch.” Before she could understand
what she was accused of, she was photographed and given a “number.”

This number was not just for registration, but a distinctive mark for each prisoner; she
would be known by it throughout her stay, it would become her identity and name.

She took her number to a solitary confinement cell. Inside that narrow cell with its
gray walls, there was a mixture of insects. And inside "Hanin", there was a mixture of
fear and confusion: what charge could a woman like her, who had nothing to do with
politics and worked in a plastics factory, commit?!

In this disturbed state, she remained for another five days until the investigator sitting
behind a worn-out desk called her. He began his interrogation with her with a lot of
insults and beatings, accompanied by a word that is usually heard in movies in similar
situations: “Confess... Confess.”

Only then she did know that they wanted her to confess “that her husband, who works
in car repair, cooperates with armed factions and set up an ambush for the regular
forces, and she even participated in that.”

While Sham remains unconscious and unable to remember her past like “Hanin”, she
gradually began to regain consciousness in Saydnaya Hospital. She doesn't realize
where she is or how she got there.

The last thing she remembers is armed men banging on the cell doors, telling them
to come out and say 'Allah Akbar.' She thought it was a trick and that they would take
them out and execute them. For seven years, she had prepared herself that 'whoever
enters Saydnaya Prison is lost forever.""

Therefore, she cannot realize that she is still alive and that Bashar al-Assad has fallen,
and everything that happened to her in that terrifying building. The day she was
stopped at a security checkpoint in Damascus on her way to college, her life and
dreams also stopped. When men in black clothes appeared in front of her:

"Let’'s go."
"Where?"

"To the branch!" (*The branch means the security headquarters)
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That's how the conversation went, without details. "Sham" had no deep involvement
in politics, only shares and photos on social media, which may have led her to one
security branch after another until she ended up in Saydnaya, the most notorious of
all Syrian prisons, and perhaps the world, under a label that accompanies most of its
inhabitants: "Terrorist acts and cooperation with foreign organizations.

She walked through gloomy and desolate corridors, with the smell of death
permeating every corner. She entered interrogation after interrogation, and with each
one, the marks of burns and electric shocks increased on her body. Amidst
explanations repeated by the interrogators about 'how she and her like are more
dangerous to them than those who call themselves rebels or fighters, because they
are among them and they didn't know they were terrorists," as they described it.

One evening, a different kind of torture awaited her. A guard led her to a different
room, dimly lit, with iron chains hanging on the walls on both sides, and long whips
on the desk where the interrogator sat. The smell of alcohol emanating from him
reached her as he asked her to sit for the first time on the chair opposite him. Then
he put his hand on her, and the blood froze in her veins, and her tears flowed.

Amal's tears also fall without her realizing she's on a bus surrounded by people. She's
overwhelmed with a flood of emotions, between the joy of returning to Deir ez-Zur
to see her family again and the deep pain left behind by her days in Adra Prison.

Her life before that was 'normal’, dreaming only of living well with her husband, and
raising her children. As a teacher, she was aware of the situation shrouded in a general
rule among Syrians: 'Walls have ears.'

She never expected a revolution to reach Syria; it seemed it was in another world.
When it happened, she was certain: 'Nothing will change!' But she couldn't resist her
curiosity. She observed the demonstrations—hiding her face behind a veil—then her
curiosity turned to shock when bullets responded to the chants. As days passed, the
bullets turned into tanks, planes, and rockets. The demonstrators took up arms, and
the city was divided in half: one liberated, almost empty, and destroyed, and the
other under the regime's control, packed with people who feared bombing. Amal's
house was in the Qusour neighborhood, belonging to the second half.

During those turbulent days, she only went out to sign in at school to receive her
salary and returned through dividing security checkpoints, amidst a mix of sounds:
vendors haggling over scraps of their goods that barely reached their area, the hum
of a few generators providing electricity for two hours a day to those who could afford
it, and the sounds of clashes and rockets pounding the other side.

When things worsened, she and her family were displaced from Deir ez-Zur to Ragqga,
then to the Aleppo countryside, and then to Turkey. They spent seven months there
before returning to their city with an idea she describes as 'stupid,’ believing that
things had calmed down, to reduce expenses, and for her son to attend university
there.
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But they found ISIS welcoming them and controlling the other side of the city. She
decided to leave once and for all to Turkey, an idea her husband opposed. She
insisted and prepared her plan: she resigned, obtained her son's papers to continue
his studies abroad, arranged with her relative there to secure her return and
accommodation in a rented house, and most importantly, applied for a new passport
because she had disposed of the old one due to an entry stamp on it, which at that
time meant 'potential suspicion of its holder!'

When she went to collect her last salary, a large man surprised her and told her she
had to go with them for a simple interrogation regarding the passport application:
'Just a few questions and answers, don't worry," he said with a perfectly normal and
calm expression.

She turned to her friend and slipped her phone and the money into her bag. Then
she whispered to her to inform her family.

The interrogator asked her about her family members' names, ages, occupations, etc.
With each question, she became more certain that the matter was not about her
passport. After two hours, he called a guard to take her 'downstairs.

She didn't know the meaning of 'downstairs," whether it meant a ground floor or a
'tomb," as she had heard about such these buildings. But she discovered it was a
room on the ground floor. She later realized that it belonged to the chief interrogator,
a short man with sharp features, and “Alawi” (from the minority sect with the most
influence). He put his feet up on a chair and asked her:

‘Tell us what you were doing in Turkey?'

'l wasn't in Turkey.'

'‘What were you smuggling from Turkey to the militants?'
'Sir, | swear | neither went to Turkey nor saw Turkey!""

As for the other interrogator standing in front of “Hanin”, he kicked her, throwing her
to the ground, and she nearly lost consciousness when she refused to confess what
he dictated about herself and her husband.

Then the interrogations and torture followed until she finally confessed that “her
husband was cooperating with terrorists and that they had set up an ambush for the
Syrian army forces”.

This was not enough for them, but the confession also included her brothers, and
they were arrested.

“Hanin” had never cried as much as she did that day. She later realized that her
brothers had arrived at the same prison and that they were separated by only a few
walls.

Perhaps the screams that penetrated her ears every day were the voice of one of
them.
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She remained in 'solitary confinement,' as they call it, in a space of one meter by one
meter, surrounded by darkness, which she became accustomed to and could see in
it as bats do.

She remained there for a month and a half, then was transferred to Adra Prison to
attend her trial there, which ended with a ten-month sentence. After the release order
was issued, the shock came when they told her, "You're going back to the branch."

She returned to Mezzeh Prison, a return whose meaning she realized from prisoners:
‘Those who return from Adra are forgotten.' “Hanin” was forgotten for another three
years, during which the constant thing was 'torture,' which she became convinced
was 'torture for the sake of torture and amusement,' as she told those with her, her
voice filled with terror. She held her breath every time she was summoned, fearing
rape, as she heard about others.

That was Sham's fate when the interrogator closed the door and then 'did to her what
he pleased.' She surrendered, 'as if she no longer had the energy to resist or was
certain that it was futile.'

She simply closed her eyes and her mind chose to stop, 'hoping her memory wouldn't
record his image.' She left his office trembling, trying to hide what her eyes revealed
from the cell inmates. She 'feared their pity and becoming a story they would
circulate." The act was repeated a second and third time by others, and her body
completely collapsed. She didn't know she was pregnant until she bled and the child
fell, whose 'father she wasn't sure which one was.

While this was happening to her, her family continued to pay bribes, hoping someone
told them where she was or whether she was even alive. But they didn't know for
years until they saw her pictures on social media groups after a hospital employee
posted them. They recognized her face with difficulty, as her features had completely
changed. 'Sham” was surprised when they entered her hospital room, interrupting
her bad thoughts. Their tears mingled together.

While Amal was not concerned about anything happening on the bus route, whatever
it was, nor even the conversations the passengers were having, she continued to
remember, 'feeling a small victory in remembering it while being far away from it.’

When she insisted on denying going to Turkey, the interrogator called a guard who
led her to other stairs downstairs, where '‘a woman more like a ghost than a female,’
inspected her. They proceeded through a long, dark corridor, with rows of cells on
both sides, until they reached the door of her cell with seven other girls in a square
room.

Her unspoken thought at that moment, as she looked at the faces, was: 'Are these
the ones Facebook pages talk about?' She didn't sleep on many nights, nor did she
eat on many others, the usual meal: tomato pieces, boiled potatoes, a small plate of
jam, and a little bread. She spoke only a little with the cell inmates about their shared
problems, which never made prison life monotonous or boring: cold bathroom water,
fighting lice, primitive means of stopping menstruation.
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Hanin's bus arrived in Idlib, a city ruled by Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham, the leading
opposition faction that overthrew the Assad regime and whose leader, Ahmed al-
Shara, ascended to power.

“Hanin” took the road to her house. Its features hadn't changed much, except for
slogans and banners indicating recent protests against “Al-Shara” and Hay'at Tahrir
al-Sham, due to 'tax policies and security repression." “Hanin” doesn't know the
details behind this; she hasn't heard about the economic inflation and high
unemployment rates in Idlib, and of course, her family is suffering from it.

Her heart raced as she knocked on the door of the house, before embracing her
mother and her two brothers who were released by an amnesty decree before her.
Meanwhile, her son stood in the corner, not recognizing this woman! He was now 8
years old. While her husband's fate remains unknown, “Hanin"” tells her family, 'l don't
know if he was arrested and died in prison or not, and in this state, whether | am
married or not!' The fate of Hanin's husband was considered by Mirjana Spoljaric
(President of the International Committee of the Red Cross) 'a tremendous challenge
that will require years' after the opening of prisons and the discovery of mass graves.

In the following days, visitors knocked on her door, carrying with them many
questions and inquiries about what happened inside the prison walls, all pointing to
the same meaning: 'You were a prisoner? Hmm, what happened, did this happen or
not?!'

"Hanin" says away from them: 'Even if | said no, they wouldn't believe me!' She then
understood the meaning of the silence that greeted her words when she denied
being raped, from the side comments she heard: 'l mean, if they did something to
her, would she say? Of course not!'

She found in their conversations a different version of Idlib than the one she knew
and left, specifically in people's view of women, even if they were detainees. As Hala
Hazza (director of Survivors of Syria organization) sees it: 'There is a percentage of
people who have become accepting of female detainees because they believe in the
revolution. But there is another, not small, percentage that rejects the survivors or at
least subjects them to embarrassing and offensive questions.

“Hanin” realized at that moment that she couldn't live in the same area and couldn't
return to work. So she began spending her days planning to arrange to change her
residence as soon as possible.

As for the look to ‘Sham” in the hospital, it was much harsher, because it was closer.
It was launched like an arrow from her father when he knew from the medical
examination that 'she had been raped, subjected to multiple abuses, and had a
miscarriage." A look she describes as 'a look of brokenness she had never known
before," and around her, there were many talks that spread through the room: "We'll
hide the matter, what do you think about performing a hymen reconstruction
operation at a doctor's house after the treatment is finished?'
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What reached Sham's ears was 'like a dagger in her chest,' as she says. But she didn't
argue with them, she didn't refuse or accept anything that was said. She left the
hospital and began psychological therapy sessions. For the most time, she didn't
speak except to Milana Zein (her psychologist), who says that she is 'out of touch with
herself and her body, suffering like the others from depression and chronic post-
traumatic stress disorder, and talking all the time about her loss and the loss of her
future.' Milana has been working with survivors even before the fall of the Assad
regime, which subjected her to detention, interrogation, and writing pledges 'not to
deal with terrorists,' but she 'did not abide by them,' as she says, and continued her
work in secret.

Amal's bus reached Deir ez-Zur, with the Euphrates River on both sides. It seemed
more strange to her than it should have been after ten years. But these weren't just
any ten years! The city fell under the control of the Islamic State (ISIS) in the same year
she was arrested, before the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) expelled them in 2017.
She sees their members and patrols spread everywhere.

These forces would later withdraw and be replaced by the opposition's military
operations administration.

All of this made the city receive “Amal” with tension and turmoil. This didn't subside
when she reached her house; it only increased. Her family greeted her with a
'lukewarm' reception, as she described it. She quickly understood from their
conversations that they 'didn't want her presence and blamed her for what happened
when she intended to go to Turkey alone, against her husband's wishes, and that she
should leave now.'

Her husband even said it explicitly: 'They defiled you in prison." Something worked
inside her like air on fire, fueling it until it blazed: 'l wished | could die or return to
prison again.

He divorced her, and she barely got to see her two children, whom she had left as
children and became now 20 and 22 years old. Her husband refused to let them stay
with her.

Amira (Head of the Independent Survivors' Gathering organization in Syria) has dealt
with dozens of cases like Amal. She says, 'We've seen all forms of tragic stories after
release, from disownment by family and friends, separation from spouses, and even
threats... and each story has its impact on us.'

“Amira” leans in front of the computer, receiving and responding to messages, trying
to help survivors either through volunteer efforts or cooperation with organizations or
donations, to provide psychological support, return to education, and establish small
projects for them. “Amira” clarifies: 'The pressure has increased after the release of
this large number following the liberation of prisons.

"Hanin" isolated herself from everyone's eyes with her children and refused to meet
anyone: 'Since | got out, | haven't left the house.' She doesn't know 'if she's waiting
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for a miracle to happen or something else to earn money with which she can change
her residence and start a new life with her family!'

Every night, she goes to sleep remembering that number she received in prison,
which replaced her name, trying to kill her thoughts, until one idea settles in her mind,
which is to focus on what she's striving for.

Meanwhile, “Sham” hides her body, a witness to her years in prison, and goes to
psychological therapy sessions with Dr. Milana. She is the only one who talks to her
after her family took away her phone and all social media.

“Milana” pushes her to move on, but “Sham” interrupts her: 'Will | go back to my
studies? Will | make up for the years of my life? And who will marry a raped detainee?

Most of the time, “Milana” is unable to respond, and after “Sham” and all the cases
leave, she says: 'At the end of the day, my chest is very heavy. Even today, when
some of them speak, they lower their voices, the fear is still inside them despite the
regime's departure, as well the threats from some families."'

She continues: 'My tears definitely fall, and | dry them to return to them again, and
now I'm coordinating with several parties to support the opening of centers to treat
survivors, reintegrate them into society, and document violations to file lawsuits and
obtain compensation.'

Driven by much fatigue and despair, “Amal” complied with her family's wish and
traveled to Turkey, 'as there's nothing she can stay and endure for,' she says.

She sits in front of the TV, watching the news, then picks up her phone, trying to
communicate with her children remotely, hoping they'll come to her one day.

She rests her head on the pillow, with the mark of an electric shock still visible on her
forehead, and says: 'Will | remain alone for the rest of my life? Will | never see my
children again?' She doesn't hide in the rest of her speech: 'l think about suicide every
day and then back down.'

On the TV screen, there's a debate about women's rights—who make up about 50%
of Syria's population—in the new version of the country after Ahmed al-Shara refused
to shake hands with the German Foreign Minister and appointed Shadi al-Waisi as
Minister of Justice, who oversaw the execution of two women in 2015.

This discussion is repeated on the channel inside Dr. Milana's clinic, where her phone
rings, bringing her news of the suicide of one of the released women who came out
of prison last month. She hangs up the phone, her face frozen, and says with sorrow:
'All medical evidence indicates it's a case of murder, but it's impossible to prove it,
amidst the family and society's cover-up, and in such a period." Nearby, at the
Survivors' gathering organization office, “Amira” also receives a call: 'There's a case
from Saydnaya Prison with two children resulting from rape, and she needs help."

When she moved with a team, the woman disappeared and refused to meet them.
What Amira knew was that 'she was afraid to meet anyone so that information
wouldn't reach her family and they would kill her!"
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“Crimes of Neglect” Confound the Crimes of Torture

in Egypt
Tony Shenouda - Egypt

Arab Reporters for Investigative Journalism
9 January 2025

This report shows that the Egyptian Public Prosecutor is deliberately avoiding
investigating complaints of torture of detainees by police officers, in violation of
the constitution. The result is impunity for those accused of torture, even when
these complaints prove to be true.

For two months, Afaf, a 60-year-old interior designer, has been making the 100-
kilometre journey to a prison west of Cairo, to visit her son Zain. She carries with her
a bag of food and psychiatric drugs for him. But each time she has gone back home
disappointed and shuts herself away in her room to weep alone. She is unable to see
her son, because he has been put in the punishment wing and unable to receive
visitors, food or medicine.

Afaf did not give up though. She did manage to speak with her son for a few seconds
through a small, iron mesh covered window in the side of the prison van, which takes
prisoners from jail to court to have their sentences renewed. He told her he was
“being tortured.” She immediately went to the prison and requested an exceptional
visit. After a delay, she was allowed to see him for just ten minutes.

When she visited, Zain rushed into a corner, trying to hide from the surveillance
cameras, and gestured to her to come closer. His mother saw he was barefoot. Zain
took his fingers from the holes in the iron grille, saying: “Look mum, they pulled out
my fingernails.” Then he took off his jacket and turned round to show her what
appeared to be marks of torture on his back. He rolled up his trousers to reveal to her
burns that he says were caused by “the guards stubbing out their cigarettes on me.”
Afaf was shocked by what she saw and Zain asked her to complain right away with
the Public Prosecution.

The next morning Afaf filed a complaint with the chief public prosecutor, enclosing
Zain's medical record from government hospitals. She asked for the incident to be
investigated and for her son to undergo forensic medical tests to confirm his injuries.

Zain is one of 1,569 Egyptians who have reported being subjected to torture,
individually and collectively, in detention centres between 2017 and 2023, according
to the “Archive of Oppression” report from the Nadeem Center for Rehabilitation of
Victims of Violence and Torture. The centre says that these figures represent only the
“tip of the iceberg”, and that much abuse goes on in secret, without being either
detected or documented. It also points out that the data in its archive is limited to
that derived from media outlets and social networking sites.
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The author of this report interviewed five prisoners after their release and one still
behind bars, all of whom had complained to the public prosecution and judiciary
about alleged torture and sexual violence committed by police officers during
interrogation. Prosecutors had merely made a note of their appeals in the record of
the hearings, without actually launching an investigation.

ARLJ also obtained judicial documents confirming that the prosecuting authorities rely
on the police themselves to gather information and evidence, and to bring witnesses
to incidents of torture involving police officers themselves. These enquiries mostly
end up being closed, because it is “too difficult to collect information.”

Reports from human rights organizations - both local and international — and from the
UN Committee against Torture - indicate that the Attorney General was negligent in
failing to open investigations and that this effectively gave immunity to the
perpetrators of torture.

Under Article 52 of the Egyptian Constitution, torture in all its forms is a crime not
subject to statute of limitation. The first step in determining if a crime has been
committed is to conduct an investigation, which consists of collecting all evidence
needed to establish the truth. The prosecution does not do this but relies on the
police to do so.

The work of the police in collecting evidence, however, should be supervised and
monitored by Public Prosecution officials, in accordance with Articles 189 and 199 of
the Egyptian Constitution, and Articles 21, 23, and 199 of the Criminal Procedure
Code.

A research study by Human Rights Watch - “Impunity for Perpetrators and Denial of
Justice for Victims in Torture Cases” - points out that having the police involved in
investigating torture cases is a conflict of interest, and will mitigate against any serious
investigation of reports of torture of detainees.

Despite the need to amend the law to ensure accountability for torturers, attempts to
make such amendments have been met with repression.

Shelving the complaint

In Zain's case, the author of this report went to the prosecutor’s offices — together
with a human rights lawyer - to find out what had happened to Zain’s complaint. We
were given the file relating to the complaint under a judicial power of attorney issued
for this purpose.

There were nine page in the file. Four were medical reports on Zain’s mental state,
besides the complaint itself, the prosecution’s request to conduct an investigation,
and finally the investigation document, which had been prepared by the criminal
investigation section of the police department to which the prison belongs.

The Public Prosecution has the authority to refuse investigations if they are not
supported by specific information or facts, or if they consist merely of statements. The
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prosecution does not have to automatically accept an investigation but has a role in
supervising and critiquing the contents. It normally calls for additional investigative
methods to supplement the investigation, says Abdel Raouf Mehdi, a professor of
criminal law.

Although Articles 21, 24 and 29 of the Criminal Procedure Code require officers in
criminal investigation units and their subordinates to record all the measures they
have taken and the conclusions they were able to reach - such as taking statements
from Zain’s cellmates, carrying out inspections, and entering these in the investigation
report - A.A., the investigating officer and who drew up the report on the Zain
incident, took three months to compile a report, which contained no information nor
anything about any action he had taken. He put this down to his having to inspect the
whole prison. When asked about what had happened to the complaint, it became
clear that the prosecution had shelved it without giving any reason, and had not
informed the complainant.

Mohamed Obaid, legal researcher on the constitutionality of legislation, comments:
“The prosecution didn’t investigate the complaint. It just carried out a routine
procedure. Article 63 of the Criminal Procedure Code allows it to shelve a complaint,
which means closing an investigation without giving a reason.” There is also nothing
in law obliging the prosecution to tell the complainant that his complaint has been
shelved.

Article 42 of the Criminal Procedure Code gives prosecutors the authority to visit
prisons and the right to contact any prisoner to hear his complaints. But Zain, who
had visible injuries to his body, insists that no one called him to hear what he had to
say.

Intimidating survivors

The prosecution not only shelves complaints of torture, but its officials can sometimes
put pressure on those making the complaint to withdraw it. This happened in the case
of Abdel Rahman Tarek, who says he was tortured by a police officer.

Tarek, better known as “Mocha,” tells of how the prosecutor tried to intimidate him
into not pressing ahead with a complaint against the head of investigations at the
police department in Qasr al-Nil, in central Cairo. Mocha had accused him of
assaulting him during the daily surveillance period at the police station.

George Ishaqg, previously a member of the National Council for Human Rights, had
come to Mocha’s aid by forwarding his complaint to the General Department of
Human Rights in the Attorney General's Office. The most recent prosecutor was
summoned to hear the victim’s statement.

"Mocha" says that he was surprised when the prosecutor warned him against making
a complaint against the policeman and called on him to drop it, in case the officer
made up some case against him, that would put him back in prison. Mocha has
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already spent several years in jail on charges of demonstrating against civilians being
tried in military courts.

Mocha says he rejected the warning from the prosecutor and pressed ahead with his
complaint, after which he was put back in prison.

“| told the prosecutor that there were surveillance cameras installed throughout the
police department when | was assaulted. | asked for the footage to be downloaded
to show that the officer has assaulted me. But the prosecutor did nothing,” says
Mocha.

Mocha spent seven years in prison. At one point he tried to commit suicide by taking
a cocktail of drugs, in protest at being denied a radio charger and food prepared by
his family and being verbally abused and put in the punishment wing. The prison
administration transferred him to hospital, where he was saved, according to the
Egyptian Commission for Rights and Freedom:s.

Mocha insisted on continuing his protest against the conditions in prisons, including
the torture he suffered: “I complained repeatedly to the prosecutor’s office from
inside the prison, but they didn’t respond or pay any attention.”

Mocha is insistent that what happened to him has happened to many others, citing
the case of Tarek Elsalakawy: “Tarek Elsalakawy, a lawyer at the Egyptian
Coordination of Rights and Freedoms' can no longer move or walk, as a result of the
electric shocks and beatings he suffered during his enforced disappearance at the
State Security headquarters.”

Permanent disability

At midnight on the first of November 2018, Elsalakawy’s house in Mansoura (about
126km north of Cairo) was stormed by the security forces, both regular and irregular
(wearing civilian clothes). After his arrest, he was forcibly disappeared for 24 days.
Throughout this time his lawyers were unable to find out why or where he had been
detained, according to reports they sent to the Public Prosecutor, the Chief
Prosecutor of Mansoura 2, and the head of the Mansoura Prosecutor’s Office.

According to the 2017 "Archive of Oppression” report from the Nadeem Centre
those suffering forced disappearance are usually tortured.

Before his arrest, Tarek Elsalakawy had been having chronic attacks of migraine, which
caused him to lose his awareness and balance. He had been seeing a neurologist,
and had been taking daily medication for some time and had been advised to avoid
physical and nervous stress.

Judicial documents show that the Homeland Security officer charged with arresting
Elsalakawy said he appeared normal at the time of his arrest. But when he appeared
before the State Security prosecutor at 6pm on November 24% 2018, following his
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enforced disappearance, Elsalakawy was leaning on the shoulders of the security
officers as a result of hemiplegia in his left hand and leg.

The Homeland Security officer claimed that - according to the documents -
Elsalakawy was arrested at his home at 10pm on November 23 2018, the day before
he was brought before the prosecution. The prosecution simply accepted this,
without checking the date. Neither did it investigate claims by Elsalakawy and his
lawyer that he had been tortured, resulting in his loss of movement, according to
Elsalakawy.

Amnesty International reported that State Security prosecutors were negligent in
failing to investigate complaints made by the family and lawyers of people arrested
regarding alleged “alteration” by Homeland Security forces of the dates of arrest in
87 out of 117 cases - so that the date of arrest appeared to be the day immediately
preceding the start of the prosecution's investigation. Despite being alerted multiple
times by families and lawyers, prosecutors failed to act to investigate these
allegations.

Despite the failure of the Public Prosecutor and his aides to respond to previous
reports, Elsalakawy's defence continued to submit one report after another, in the
hope that an investigation would reveal the identity of those Elsalakawy said had
tortured him, and put them on trial.

A response came on March 18" 2019, when the prosecution summoned Elsalakawy’s
defence lawyers. They called for their client to be summoned from detention, and
asked to identify those who had tortured him. The prosecution then assigned the
investigation unit of Mansoura 1st Police Station to gather information about the
incident.

On the morning of 13 November 2019, the response came through from the head of
the investigation unit at Mansoura 1st Police Station that his investigations had turned
up no evidence that this incident had even taken place. On this basis, the prosecution
decided to shelve the reports.

Elsalakawy remains behind bars, unable to move, and serving a 15-year prison
sentence, based on a confession he says was extracted under torture.

Fighting proposals to amend the law

Articles 63 and 232 of Egypt's Criminal Procedure Code prevent victims of torture
from bringing claims directly before the criminal courts. This power is given solely to
the public prosecutor, whose office usually shelves the majority of torture complaints
without referring any defendant for trial, according to Mohamed Obaid, the legal
researcher specialising in constitutional challenges to legislation.

This is what prompted the Geneva-based Arab Penal Reform Organization to turn to
the civil courts, the organisation lists in its files 5,821 civil judgements for
compensation for torture made by the courts between 1991 and 2017.
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Mohamed Zarea, the organisation’s director, explains: “Once the final judgement is
made, we write to the Ministry of Interior to get it to implement it and pay the
compensation. But, because the budget that the ministry allocates for this is limited,
survivors often have to wait three to eight years before getting the compensation due
to them.”

By contrast, those convicted of torture suffer only lenient penalties. The Egyptian
Commission for Rights and Freedoms lists only 63 police officers who have been
convicted of murder, torture, and beatings resulting in death. And yet the appeal
court acquitted 20 of them, while 23 others were pardoned by the president. And the
rest were sentenced to prison terms of three to seven years.

Mohamed Obaid points to loopholes in Article 126 of the Egyptian Penal Code that
he says dilute penalties for torturers. The strict conditions surrounding application of
this article lead the prosecutor to bring charges for lesser offences, such as “cruel
treatment”, which is punishable by a maximum of one year in prison, or a fine limited
to 200 Egyptian pounds. In cases where the victim dies, the crime is modified to
“assault leading to death,”, a crime that carries a penalty less than murder by torture.

The fact that the current law has proven unable to punish those guilty of
constitutionally criminalised torture has led some civil society organisations to
propose amending it.

Between 2014 and 2015, the United Group, founded by lawyer Negad El Borai, filed
163 reports dealing with 465 allegations of torture in detention centres. The failure
of the public prosecution to take any action on these reports prompted the group to
seek a judicial review to ensure investigations were carried out promptly.

In March 2015, the group announced that it was organising a workshop of experts to
discuss a draft law against torture that would be in line with the constitution and meet
international standards.

The draft law was sent to the Presidency of the Republic and to a number of relevant
ministries, but there was no response from any of them. By contrast, the two judges
who had helped write the draft bill were referred for investigation and faced six
charges including “preparing a draft law against torture and pressurising the
president to issue it” and “cooperating with an illegal organisation.” El Borai was also
summoned to the North Giza Court to give a statement in connection with
investigation into the two judges,

Deriding statements of victims

A room, in the headquarters of the National Security Agency in Abbasiya, was the
scene of a traumatic experience for Shorouk Amjad. The 20-year-old recalls in detail
the unforgettable moments when she was blindfolded and forced to sit on a chair,
handcuffed from behind, while her body convulsed with one electric shock after
another. These went on until she collapsed and she heard one of them say to another:
“The girl's going to die.”
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Shorouk says she woke up to see an officer unbuttoning her trousers. She panicked
and screamed as loud as she could: “Don't touch me! I'll say whatever you want!”
More officers then rushed in and sat her down on a chair. From sheer intimidation
Shorouk broke down and began to dictate a statement: “l work as a journalist and
write political and economic reports for satellite channels opposed to the Egyptian
regime.”

Shorouk says the interrogation went on for eight hours. All the time she was in pain
and bleeding from her period. But when she asked to go to the bathroom, the officer
laughed at her, said: “I'm ok with how you look,” and several times threatened to
rape her and perform a virginity test.

The reports of torture we have heard extend beyond the physical to include sexual
assault also. The Egyptian Front for Human Rights (EFHR), has documented 58 cases
of sexual violence committed against women inside National Security facilities
between 2015 and 2022. This abuse included touching of the genitals (approximately
33 per cent), threats of rape (approximately 24 per cent), forced nudity (approximately
19 per cent), and electric shocks to the genitals (approximately 12 per cent), and
multiple forms of rape (12 per cent).

When Shorouk appeared before the prosecutor, her body bore visible marks of the
assault she had suffered. Her mouth was left crooked from the beating they had given
her, and her hands were bruised from the electric shocks. She gave a full account of
what she had gone through.

The prosecutor refused to make a record of her testimony and referred her for
forensic tests. He entered in the court proceedings only the following: “Shorouk was
punched by the arresting officer.” At the same time, he told her that the investigation
of the various assaults she had reported would take place later.

After about three months, another prosecutor summoned Shorouk and asked her if
she wanted to undergo forensic tests. Shorouk says that she refused, because the
signs of torture had faded with time.

Shorouk is resentful of the way the prosecutor handled her complaint: “He dealt with
my request for an investigation like it was something routine, just something to write
down. He wasn’t engaged at all with my story, and was just sarcastic,” she said.

Sexual violence in prisons

Searches of the genital cavities of detainees are routinely carried out whenever they
enter prison or return from court hearings. But, based on the testimonies of three
survivors and reports by human rights organisations, these have morphed into
assaults of an explicitly sexual nature.

Shorouk says: “The female guard started feeling my body in an abnormal way - she
grabbed my breast without any explanation, then went to my bikini area. She raised
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her head and asked: “You're a virgin?” | whispered: “Yes, | am.” She replied sharply:
“Well, we'll find out.”

“She told me to turn around and bend over. And when | did, | felt her hand pressing
on my neck, forcing me to bend over further until my head was level with my feet. All
of a sudden she put her finger into my vagina. She wasn’t wearing a medical glove...
it was horrendous, the pain was so bad | screamed and burst into tears.”

“Once, | walked into the room and straight away the guard touched my hand..
slowly,” Shorouk recalls. “Then, she reached out to the sensitive area of my body and
she just went ahead and grabbed it, leaving me in complete panic.”

According to the Egyptian Front for Human Rights, there are many other stories
similar to Shorouk's, and they all meet the definition of rape. We found many
similarities between Shorouk's case and that of Mariam Mousa (not her real name),
who is currently receiving psychological support to try to help her wipe from her
memory — so far without success — what she says are the effects of sexual violence she
suffered inside Qanater Women's Prison (25 kilometres north of Cairo).

Mariam says: “I saw the warden striding purposefully towards me. She threw me some
white clothes and took me off to a bathroom at the end of the corridor. She told me
to undress. | thought she meant just my outer clothes, so | took them off. But then
she said “those too” pointing to my underwear. | was stunned.. | couldn't
understand.. did she really want me to stand there naked in front of her? The idea
was terrifying.”

“| stood there naked, shaking and whimpering. Then, all of a sudden, she grabbed
my hair. , | just wanted this hellish situation to end. But that was just the beginning.
She turned me to face the wall and pushed me to make me bend over. Then her hand
reached for more intimate parts of my body and she fingered my genitals, | was
shocked, | froze, | couldn’t move | couldn’t scream. All | could do was cry silently. .. |
collapsed and then other prisoners carried me back, shivering. The bleeding didn't
stop for a week.”

Mariam says: “That wasn't the first time | was tortured. Before, I'd been strung up like
a lamb for the slaughter, while they gave me electric shocks to other parts of my body.
But what happened that day really broke me; it destroyed me physically and
mentally.”

According to statements given to human rights organisations, like the Egyptian
Commission for Human Rights, and the Egyptian Front for Human Rights, women
survivors have revealed how they experienced shocking incidents of sexual violence
while being transferred to prison or on the way back from court. In these instances,
female guards escort detainees to the toilet or a closed rooms, where they are told
to strip naked. The guard then take hold of the detainee's breasts and —sometimes
after picking up a plastic bag from the floor and putting on their hand — thrusts two
or three fingers into the woman'’s vagina under the pretext of carrying out a search.
These practices are known as “forced vaginal inspections”.
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Mariam summoned up the strength to file a complaint against the guard, whose name
was Hanom, during her hearing before the prosecutor. But he just laughed about it
and, in Miriam’s words: “closed the report without allowing my testimony to be
recorded in the minutes of the hearing. He said he was doing this because he had no
jurisdiction... So the hearing ended with me being sent back to detention, pending
investigation, on charges of joining a terrorist group.”

Mariam's lawyer submitted a statement to the Public Prosecutor - which we have seen
- demanding that summons be issued against the warden of Qanater Prison, the head
of the prison investigations department, and the guard named Hanom, for them to
be investigated in connection with “indecent assault of a female,” under Article 268
of the Penal Code. But he received no notification that such an investigation had been
opened.

Following the lawyer's statement, the prison administration did begin using
specialised devices for body searches, which had been stored away unused,
according to the Egyptian Commission for Human Rights. But after a while they
reverted to manual vaginal searches.

The UN Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners (Bangkok Rules, Rule 20)
recommend the use of screening methods, such as scanning devices, as an alternative
to invasive body searches — searches of body cavities and intimate parts - to minimise
the harmful psychological and physical effects of such practices.

According to the Egyptian Commission for Human Rights, prosecutors often will not
launch a separate investigation into complaints of sexual harassment and violence
against female detainees and refuse to carry out their role as an investigating
authority.

Journalist Solafa Magdy, who was in the process of recovering from complex surgery
to remove a tumour from her uterus, found that being in prison brought her only more
pain. She says that, on one occasion, she was forced to undress completely in the
inspection room and undergo a brutal vaginal search, with no regard for her medical
condition. And, if that was not bad enough, she was also forced to undergo a uterine
examination, which caused her to bleed heavily for months.

When she tried to object, she was punished physically and mentally. Solafa
complained to the judge, saying: “l was subjected to systematic harassment. | was
forced to have an examination, which left me bleeding for months, and | was dragged
around on the floor.”

We have receive no response from the Egyptian Public Prosecutor Office’s to the
findings of this investigation, although we contacted them to give them the right to

reply.
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The finalists
AUDIOVISUAL NEWS REPORT CATEGORY

Khalil Al-Ashavi (Syria — born in 1983)
Syria: Children in a Never-Ending War
Tiny Hands
15 March 2025
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBGvrvOQHVtY

Abduallah Ewies (Egypt — born in 1992) & Assem Metwally (Egypt — born in 1993)
The Story of Samah Hamdi
Elsaha
25 August 2024
https://vimeo.com/1069791204

Mohamed Fathi (Egypt — born in 2002)
A Sudanese Mother Accuses the Rapid Support Forces of Raping Her
Horrifying Details and an Unknown Fate
Almasry Alyoum
13 July 2024
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLtOKsjaHlo
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