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https://daraj.com/82718/
https://daraj.com/82718/
https://daraj.com/82718/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W9Pwc8_cEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W9Pwc8_cEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W9Pwc8_cEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W9Pwc8_cEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W9Pwc8_cEg
https://daraj.com/82340/
https://daraj.com/82340/
http://مخاوف من إبطاء الحكم... فرنسا تدين لبكي باغتصاب طفلات والكنيسة ترتبك!،
http://مخاوف من إبطاء الحكم... فرنسا تدين لبكي باغتصاب طفلات والكنيسة ترتبك!،
https://daraj.com/79651/
https://daraj.com/79651/
https://daraj.com/83508/
https://daraj.com/83508/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCktnjwgiiA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCktnjwgiiA
https://megaphone.news/دعوا-الأطفال-يأتون-إلي
https://megaphone.news/دعوا-الأطفال-يأتون-إلي
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=888-ZKBYmpo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=888-ZKBYmpo
https://www.lebanonfiles.com/articles/أخبار-محليّة/بعد-إدانته-باغتصاب-أطفال-الحكم-على-ال/
https://www.lebanonfiles.com/articles/أخبار-محليّة/بعد-إدانته-باغتصاب-أطفال-الحكم-على-ال/
https://www.lebanonfiles.com/articles/باقلامهم/قضية-الأب-لبكي-الكنيسة-وضبابية-الاتها/
https://www.lebanonfiles.com/articles/باقلامهم/قضية-الأب-لبكي-الكنيسة-وضبابية-الاتها/
https://janoubia.com/2021/11/09/فضيحة-مدوية-رجل-دين-لبنان-مُدان-في-فرنس/
https://janoubia.com/2021/11/09/فضيحة-مدوية-رجل-دين-لبنان-مُدان-في-فرنس/
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https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/الفاتيكان-يدين-الأب-منصور-لبكي-بتهمة-ا/
https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/الفاتيكان-يدين-الأب-منصور-لبكي-بتهمة-ا/
https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/الفاتيكان-يدين-الأب-منصور-لبكي-بتهمة-ا/
https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/الفاتيكان-يدين-الأب-منصور-لبكي-بتهمة-ا/
https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/من-يحاسب-رجال-الدين؟/
https://janoubia.com/2013/10/09/من-يحاسب-رجال-الدين؟/
https://janoubia.com/2014/05/01/وكيل-الاب-لبكيننتظر-التبلغ-رسميا-قرار/
https://janoubia.com/2014/05/01/وكيل-الاب-لبكيننتظر-التبلغ-رسميا-قرار/
https://janoubia.com/2014/11/10/المونسنيور-منصور-لبكي-يخرج-عن-صمته-اسا/
https://janoubia.com/2014/11/10/المونسنيور-منصور-لبكي-يخرج-عن-صمته-اسا/
https://bintjbeil.org/post/47620/القضا-الفرنسي-يحكم-على-الكاهن-اللبناني-م
https://bintjbeil.org/post/47620/القضا-الفرنسي-يحكم-على-الكاهن-اللبناني-م
https://www.lebanondebate.com/news/186906
https://www.lebanondebate.com/news/186906
https://www.lebanondebate.com/news/186906
https://www.lebanondebate.com/news/186906

rr

eloizdl Jolgill Jilwg

JLsl gl cilléa) e Ul Jilwg jis 2.0 19802l Jcloig gl &nio 3oy duwlll 138 6 Lisl
rgw daylgi (ing 2021 jr06gi/ W gupii 8 il pgy g0 A4 Jg-nio gl auns) @J.Q.u
r AWl a5l :LD}Jl ;_g.bl [T paogi/ Gl gy i

LBCI 6Li5 wibuso

7:12 aclull 2021 proogi/ il i 9 LUl pgy Jiagi (e (oLl gyl pue sLisll up i

Lole 15 gl 34 jgnio il galall (_,,J.c Lule o840y dpoll el tglgisy Ulso (Y=
donlgo Lg.o.b_v_o -0 CLilsg 12 2g2)g pAad 48 ulac] JLaall JU «JLabl (. Je Liwis ajlaic

a0 Lgio épue (629395 11 Cuilds gulis Ul Gilagysi Lol |_1|}.o Cow JLeall oy J.Lcl w3 galall
aic Jeoly bao 6anlgq ,_,_‘u.l g-alall

delull 2021 jro6gi/ W i 9 LUl pgy Jugi e plall lgsbuwo pae L) oy i Lok
laa Juplei o 15Lo ... .84 jgnio il galall (§oy godl dugde» ylgis Ijguitio Il 8:28
gl G p_‘x:dl o (_,J.c G=ill PHo=o J.I.l: awolbnll aus pghi 94246 gc 6jluc gag .« 040l
920 awolnll anlgs aolg 2)g béd (pAL 28 4y wiael adylw g0 d_ol JJ_CLQJJQ_IJ.LLOJI JU.5
alpsl e Guanllg duidll Jglis s Lglbg .duigjlal] duuniall ggéi U Libbuall ol Lg_o_l.lsu ool
P wuluwo o 630lg uliisl 6240 20 34)g «adylus Wlpo Ciuw JLléoll 2y J__g.cl Ulelon U



https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1457954102906957825?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1457954102906957825?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1457954102906957825?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1457954102906957825?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1458154507196588034?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1458154507196588034?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1458154507196588034?s=20
https://twitter.com/LBCI_NEWS/status/1458154507196588034?s=20
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https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews/status/1458069861347827712?s=20
https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews/status/1458069861347827712?s=20
https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews
https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews
https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews/status/1458069861347827712?s=20
https://twitter.com/MTVLebanonNews/status/1458069861347827712?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461058519436779523?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461058519436779523?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461058519436779523?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461058519436779523?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461061433018437637?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461061433018437637?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461061433018437637?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461061433018437637?s=20
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https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461064469367431173?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461064469367431173?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461064469367431173?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlJadeed_TV/status/1461064469367431173?s=20
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon/status/1457737523715878929?s=20
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon/status/1457737523715878929?s=20
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon/status/1457737523715878929?s=20
https://twitter.com/OTVLebanon/status/1457737523715878929?s=20
https://twitter.com/AnnaharAr
https://twitter.com/AnnaharAr
https://twitter.com/AnnaharAr/status/1457754848850497547?s=20
https://twitter.com/AnnaharAr/status/1457754848850497547?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlakhbarNews
https://twitter.com/AlakhbarNews
https://twitter.com/alakhbarleb/status/1458013254211485701?s=20
https://twitter.com/alakhbarleb/status/1458013254211485701?s=20
https://twitter.com/alakhbarleb/status/1458013254211485701?s=20
https://twitter.com/alakhbarleb/status/1458013254211485701?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlakhbarNews/status/1458358775157440517?s=20
https://twitter.com/AlakhbarNews/status/1458358775157440517?s=20
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https://twitter.com/NidaaWatan
https://twitter.com/NidaaWatan
https://twitter.com/NidaaWatan/status/1458685924900892674?s=20
https://twitter.com/NidaaWatan/status/1458685924900892674?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1458012387643121666?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1458012387643121666?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1462254446503731205?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1462254446503731205?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1462254446503731205?s=20
https://twitter.com/Daraj_media/status/1462254446503731205?s=20
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https://twitter.com/megaphone_news
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1458152242230484992?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1458152242230484992?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461376048055169033?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461376048055169033?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461376048055169033?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461376048055169033?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461402969459634179?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461402969459634179?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461402969459634179?s=20
https://twitter.com/megaphone_news/status/1461402969459634179?s=20
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https://twitter.com/lebanonfile
https://twitter.com/lebanonfile
https://twitter.com/lebanonfile/status/1458006210750337026?s=20
https://twitter.com/lebanonfile/status/1458006210750337026?s=20
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews/status/1458014601292009472?s=20
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews/status/1458014601292009472?s=20
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews/status/1458014601292009472?s=20
https://twitter.com/bintjbeilnews/status/1458014601292009472?s=20
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Introduction

On November 8, 2021, a French court sentenced Lebanese priest Mansour Labaky to 15 years
in prison in absentia. Labaky’'s name has been added to the list of registered sex offenders. The

court also announced that the arrest warrant issued against him in 2016 shall remain in force.

The priest was charged with rape and sexual assault of three underage girls during his time
running an orphanage, between 1990 and 1998, in the French town of Douvres-la-Délivrande.
Back in 2012, he was also convicted by the Vatican's Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith after he was found guilty of sexually assaulting the three minors. The verdict was upheld
on appeal in 2013.

On November 8, 2021, Labaky was convicted for the first time before a criminal court in France.
According to Solange Doumic, the plaintiffs’ lawyer, the case includes the testimonies of about
40 French and Lebanese-French women, including three plaintiffs whose complaints were not
time-barred.

Doumic states that the first allegations against Labaky date back to 1975. The latest can be
traced back to 2005. The current trial only took into account the allegations made on French
soil, though many similar allegations emanated from Lebanon. Doumic has been working on the
Mansour Labaky case since 2013, when a French woman filed a complaint in a court in Caen. The
complaint stated that a Lebanese priest had raped her when she was 13.

At the church level, complaints had been continually submitted to the Episcopal authorities in
France since 2011, before being referred to the Vatican for examination. According to the text
of the judgment issued in 2012, Labaky admitted to assaulting three out of the 17 claimants.
However, Labaky strongly denied the remaining assaults of which he was accused, claiming that
some of his actions stemmed from a certain innocent affection which was mistakenly interpreted
as sexual in nature.

The Vatican's Congregation text states that, given his age, Labaky is “condemned to a life of
prayer and penance, far from any minor, deprived of his ecclesiastical office and banned from
celebrating the Mass. He is also prohibited from providing any spiritual guidance, participating in
public events, speaking to the media, or even being in contact with the victims.”

Background: Who Is Mansour Labaky?

Mansour Labaky was born in 1940, in the town of Baabdat, located in Lebanon’s Metn district. He
was ordained priest in the Maronite Churchin 1966 where he held various positions and renewed
the liturgical heritage through his hymns. Following the Damour massacre, which Labaky
witnessed in 1976, he founded a number of orphanages in Lebanon and France. In 1990, he
created the Lo Tedhal association which translates to ‘do not fear’ in Syriac. He moved to France,
where he founded the “Notre-Dame — Enfants du Liban” orphanage in Normandy's Douvres-
la-Délivrande, which closed in 1998. In 2005, he founded Beit Maryam in the French town of
Lourdes for all Lebanese who wish to visit the Sanctuary of Our Lady of Lourdes, one of the
most prominent Catholic pilgrimage sites in France and around the world. In 2013, the Vatican's
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith found him guilty of sexual assault and, in 2016, an
international arrest warrant was issued against the priest. However, the Lebanese State refused
to extradite him to France. Towards the end of 2021, Father Labaky was sentenced to 15 years in
prison in absentia before a French criminal court on charges of assaulting minors.
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Methodology

This study aims to analyse the media coverage of Labaky's case, in particular from Monday,
November 8, 2021 - date of the court’s verdict - to the end of the same month. It is based on
the content of 14 Lebanese media platforms, including television stations, newspapers, and
websites, as well as the public’s reaction to their coverage on social media, particularly Twitter.
Five TV stations were monitored: LBCI, Al-Manar, Al-Jadeed, MTV, and OTV. Furthermore, three
newspapers (An-Nahar, Al-Akhbar, and Nida' Al-Watan) and six online media outlets (Daraj,
Megaphone, Janoubia, Bint Jbeil, Lebanon Debate, and Lebanon Files) were also monitored.

The reportidentified 50 written or filmed news items that were published on the official platforms
of the abovementioned TV channels, newspapers, and websites, including 32 written articles, 14
videos, and four news items combining text and video. These items include what was published
after the verdict, but also content they had previously published starting in 2013.

The news items are divided as follows: ten on LBCI, six on MTV, three on Al-Jadeed, one on
OTV, and none on Al-Manar. As for newspapers, An-Nahar published six articles and Al-Akhbar
published five. Nida’ Al-Watan published a single article. Online media outlets Daraj, Janoubia,
and Megaphone published six, five, and three articles, respectively. Furthermore, Lebanon Files
published two articles, whereas Bint Jbeil and Lebanon Debate published one article each.

These news pieces were published at different time periods between 2013 and 2021.1n 2021, the
number of news items reached a record of 24.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2007 2018 20019 2020 2021
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Findings and Conclusions

@ There has been clear interaction with the case of Father Mansour Labaky from the Lebanese
media and its audience since 2014, but particularly after he was sentenced to prison by the
French court.

® The number of news items tackling the case increased significantly during the month of
November 2021, as the media, included in the study, published 24 news items, through their
websites, most of which were republished on the Twitter accounts of the platforms and received
uneven public interaction depending on the content.

@ Thirteen out of the 14 platforms monitored published media materials related to the case of
Father Labaky, whether during or prior the year 2021. Lebanon Debate published a solitary
article in 2014.

@ Al-Manar is the only platform that has not published any material — neither old nor new. This
may be due to political and sectarian motives, since the channel is considered Hezbollah's
mouthpiece and did not comment on the case of Father Mansour Labaky at all. The channel's
editorial policy generally pays little attention to issues that fall outside the scope of its direct
political and sectarian constituency.

@ LBCl showed extensive interaction with the case of Father Labaky. It not only covered the case,
but also paid attention to the details and developments. LBCl even reported on his personalissues
in the media. For example, it shared his need for a blood donation via their website. At the same
time, LBCI followed up on the details of his trial and the facts surrounding the accusation. Across
the articles and reports published, LBCI attempted to maintain an objective position and allow
sufficient space for different parties. The channel got in touch with the victims and monitored
their experiences, as well as the reaction of Labaky's family and friends in a video report. LBCI
also posted news related to Labaky’s case on the channel's Twitter account, where audiences
interacted with the news with the majority condemning Labaky for his actions. This support
for victims among the public is found across all the monitored media platforms, regardless of
whether the platform is a defender of Father Labaky.

® MTV focused more, in the early stages of the judiciary process - during the years 2013 and
2014 - on the possible innocence of Labaky. It also focused on conveying the opinions of those
close to Father Labaky and even published an exclusive interview with him. The channel did not
address the point of view of the victims and opposing parties, until the French court rendered its
decision. This is when the channel changed its stance and published an opinion article with the
victims in mind.

@Al-Jadeed’s position is not different from that of MTV in terms of the change in attitudes. It had
previously published an old report supporting Father Labaky, especially by providing incomplete
leaked documents with only the testimony of Father Labaky's defence lawyer. The report also
omitted the decision of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith regarding the issue.
However, journalist Joe Maalouf's “Fawda” episode was quite intense, in favour of the victims,
and strongly based on the French court’s decision.

While presenting the episode, Maalouf said: “we” — whether it is the channel or the show’s crew
is unclear — have been closely following this case since 2013 and have met the victims. However,
the publications on the station’s YouTube channel and on its official website show support to
Father Labaky, particularly in a 2014 report: Do email messages acquit Father Mansour Labaky?
This clearly indicates that the interest in the case is subject to the position of the journalist or
media professional working on it, not the policy of the television station, newspaper or website,
with the exception of Al-Manar. Through his show “Fawda”, broadcasted on Al-Jadeed, Joe
Maalouf dealt with the issue extensively, using reports previously aired on LBCI, and which he
had worked on or those of his then-colleague Dalal Mawad, who was among the first to conduct
investigations and report on the case.
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@ In dealing with the news after the verdict was issued, the OTV coverage was the same as
An-Nahar newspaper. It covered the beginning of the trial, not the verdict. However, An-Nahar
clearly showed its support toward Father Labaky.

@ Al-Akhbar newspaper outright defended Labaky in an opinion article entitled The Case of
Father Labaky: The Church and the Uncertainty of Accusations and Judgment, which sparked a
negative reaction from the Twitter audience. Most of them attacked the writer, the article, and
the newspaper.

@ As for the websites, Daraj and Megaphone interacted widely with the case. Daraj tackled the
case in more than one report clearly in favour of the victims. Meanwhile, Megaphone vehemently
attacked Father Labaky and those defending him. This position of the two websites was met with
similar public interaction on Twitter — most users supported the victims against Father Labaky.

@In rare individual cases, tweeters rejected the generalisation of Labaky’s conduct on the entire
Maronite Church, or qualified the harassment and assault as an “individual act” and not as a
phenomenon affecting the Church.

®The media coverage of Labaky’s case highlights the absence of clear religion-related editorial
policies within the majority of media platforms. The coverage depends on the position of the
journalist working on the file and, in rare cases, on the editorial policy of the platform. The
latter was mainly the case for Daraj and Megaphone, two platforms that are aligned with the
youth-driven protest movement born in reaction to the prevailing political, economic, and security
conditions in the country.

@Traditional Lebanese print publications are plainly out of touch with the public. On this occasion,
the Lebanese public displayed critical reflection, thereby rejecting misinformation. Tweeters
did not interact positively with the news published by An-Nahar and Al-Akhbar’s newspapers
regarding Father Labaky, while they interacted widely with the Megaphone video report.
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